
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IOWA CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 
 

1999 – 2009 
 
 

A JOURNEY TO FUTURE SUCCESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

����������
	�
���

����������������
��
�����

����������
����
��������
������

���

�����������
�



 - 1 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Visit school website: www.IowaChineseSchool.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 - 2 - 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

 Page 

PREFACE........................................................................................................... 4 

PRINCIPALS’ MESSAGE .................................................................................. 7 

MESSAGES FROM MAJOR SUPPORT .......................................................... 14 
 
PART I ICLS 10 YEAR ANNIVERSITY    ……………………………………16 

Celebration of ICLS 10 Year Anniversary ............................................. 16      

Governor’s Proclamation and Recognition ............................................ 26 

News Release ........................................................................................ 32  
  
 
PART II ICLS AT GLANCE   ………………………………………………….35 

Brief Introduction .................................................................................... 35      

Mission Statement.................................................................................. 35 

Course Offered at ICLS.......................................................................... 35  

School Hours and Location .................................................................... 36 
 
PART III STAFF…….……………………………………………………………37 

Principals................................................................................................ 37 

Advisory Council Members…………………………………………………..39 

Board members and Responsibilities..................................................... 39 

Teachers and Staff ................................................................................. 45 
 
PART IV STUDENTS ................................................................................ 48  
 
PART V STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT ........................................................ 55  

Awards ICLS Students Received from Outside the School Related to  

Chinese Language Study....................................................................... 55 

Student Awards Received from ICLS..................................................... 57 



 - 3 - 

 
PART VI SCHOOL ACTIVITY .................................................................... 64 

Chinese Language Teaching ................................................................ 64 

Culture Enrichment Activities ................................................................ 79 
 
PART VII COMMUNICATION ..................................................................... 88 

ICLS Communication ............................................................................ 88 

Feedback ............................................................................................... 89 
 
PART VIII FINANCIAL RESOURCES ......................................................... 92  

Summary................................................................................................ 92 

Financial Trend ...................................................................................... 94 

Sponsors................................................................................................ 94 
 
PART IX COMMUNITY INTERACTION ................................................... 103  

Introduction .......................................................................................... 103 

Media Reports...................................................................................... 103 

Chinese Culture Presentations ............................................................ 107 

Iowa Asian Festival ............................................................................. 107 

Award Presentation to Johnston School District Office and Johnston 

High School ......................................................................................... 107 

Other Community Activities .................................................................. 108 
 

PART X OUTSTANDING ALUMNI ......................................................... 116  
 
PART XI APPENDICES ........................................................................... 119 

           Students’ Work..................................................................................... 119 

 

 



 - 4 - 

PREFACE 
 
 
 
The Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS) was established on July 17, 1999.  It is the 
first Chinese Language School in the Des Moines area that opened to the public.  When 
ICSL started in 1999, it had 40 students and 4 classes.  Now it has more than 100 
students and 13 classes, plus an additional 4 classes of arts and sports.  In the last ten 
years, the school has experienced a journey of success and it attracted a great deal of 
local media attention.  Over these ten years, the school received more than 1,500 
students enrollments based on the registration each semester, more than 37 volunteers 
served as school board members, and more than 70 teachers taught classes in this 
school and most of the volunteers and teachers were from the students’ parents.  Over 
these ten years, the school raised $63,000 funds from 20 organization and 329 
individuals.  All of these successes are due to the consistent efforts of a volunteer board, 
all the teachers, sponsors, and the students and their parents.  Ten years of hard work 
have made a solid foundation for this school.  ICLS will continue its development and 
success.  The local community and business enterprises, such as the Johnston 
Community School District, Johnston High School, and Pioneer Hi-Bred, A DuPont 
Business also made critical contributions to our success.  These will be an inexhaustible 
resource for further development of our school.  As its economy develops, the impact of 
China on the world is larger and larger.  It has resulted in more and more people around 
the world waiting to learn Chinese language and culture.  After a number of years, when 
people talk about the opportunity to catch the economic tide in the developing world, 
they may not remember the contributions made by ICLS.  However, if they believe that 
understanding Chinese language was so important for their success, the ICLS will have 
reached its mission.  
 
We are using this book to record ICLS history from July 1999 to July 2009.  However, no 
matter what we do, we can only report a small fragment of the history.  It is challenging 
to record the exciting moments, the hard work of the volunteers, and the celebrations of 
our successes.  We hope this book will take you back to the exciting moments if you 
were involved in ICLS in any manner.  It can give some background information about 
this school if you have not been involved with this school.  
 
The editorial board sincerely appreciates all the board members, sponsors, teachers, 
students, alumni and their parents.  All of them made critical contributions and 
suggestions not only to the school, but also in compiling and writing this history.  We 
also thank Mrs. Yongmei Zhou and Mrs. Roselea Johnson for their critical reviews of this 
book. 
           
Editorial board 
 
Feng Han, Lucy Liu, Yumin Tao, Liansuo Xie, Deping Xu. Lingyu Zhang, and Zuo-yu 
Zhao  
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PRINCIPALS’ MESSAGE 
 
 
 

Message from Dr. Lingyu Zhang, the Principal from 1 999-2001 
 
Why Do We Need a Chinese School in Central Iowa? 
 
A common question our children ask us is, “Why do I have to learn Chinese?” Yes, our 
children who were born and live in the United States can communicate effectively in their 
native tongue, English.  Why do they have to spend time and effort in learning Chinese?  
Language reflects the special characteristics of each culture.  The cultural aspect of 
language influences the way we view and perceive the world.  As first generation 
immigrants, many parents see the values of both Chinese and American cultures and 
how complementary they can be under many circumstances.  We want our children to 
learn our values, be able to benefit from the richness of diversified cultures, and become 
true world citizens.  This reflects an individual need to be knowledgeable about the 
Chinese culture. 
 
Melissa Jackson, a BBC News Education reporter, writes, “China has the world's fastest 
growing economy and is rapidly becoming an influential player in global business and 
industry.  Chinese is the language children should be learning at school if we are to 
capitalize on the future business potential of China.”  Many local businesses and 
individual Americans are eager to learn more about Chinese language and culture to be 
part of this global economy.  This reflects a business need for success in the global 
economy. 
 
To meet both individual and business needs, we established the 1st Chinese school, the 
Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS), on July 17, 1999 in the Des Moines metropolitan 
area.  It is an Iowa-registered, non-political, non-profit, volunteer-based organization.  Its 
missions are to: 

·  Provide a learning opportunity for any individuals.  

·  Promote understanding of the Chinese culture.  

·  Create a richer, multicultural environment in the community.  

·  Build friendship between Americans and Chinese.  

It has been my privilege and joy to help with the birth and witness the continuous 
success of ICLS and the value it provides to individuals and the community/business.  
ICLS has become an integral part of the local multicultural community.  I truly believe 
that ICLS will continue to play a key role in bridging two cultures to benefit individuals 
and business in the global economy.  

 
Lingyu Zhang, Ph. D. 
 
Principal  
1999 – 2001 
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Message from Dr. Lucy Liu, the Principal from 2001- 2003 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my great gratitude to all of the students, 
teachers, parents, school board members, and volunteers.   Due to your involvement, 
support, and hard work, our school not only has become a highlight of the local Chinese 
community, but also plays an increasingly important role in local cultural diversity.  
Serving as the school Principal from 2002-2004, it was my privilege to join you in the 
journey to explore opportunities for growth and success.  I would like to see us continue 
to improve our educational quality, and to participate in the community activities.  To 
maintain and expand our school enrollment, we understand that it is a key to foster 
interest in learning Chinese language and culture among the students as well as their 
parents.  By working together, we will have great opportunities to make our contributions 
in serving local communities, encouraging cultural exchanges and mutual 
understanding, and establishing the new images of the Chinese community in this area.  
 
 
Lucy Liu, Ph.D. 
 
Principal 
2001-2003 
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Message from Dr. Feng Han, the Principal from 2003- 2005 
 
First of all, I am very fortunate to have the opportunity to serve the Iowa Chinese 
Language School (ICLS).  The former principals and school board have built a solid 
foundation for the school which has the momentum to move forward.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank all students, parents, teachers, school board members and 
other volunteers and supporters for their valuable contribution to our school.  
 
I would like to emphasize here the importance of studying Chinese.  Since 1978, China's 
national gross domestic product has quadrupled.  China recently joined the World Trade 
Organization, and continued economic liberalization has brought with it a powerful 
influence on international trade.  Currently, one in six U.S. jobs is tied to international 
trade and investment, and over the past decade exports accounted for about 25 percent 
of U.S. economic growth.  Trade with Asia has surpassed trade with Europe and now 
exceeds $800 billion per year.  Today, the majority of students in China learn English.  
Yet few students in the United States are being offered the international education 
needed to participate in this part of the global arena.  For example, one million students 
in U.S. schools study French, a language spoken by 70 million people worldwide.  Fewer 
than 50,000 students study Chinese, a language spoken by almost 1.5 billion people 
worldwide.  Chinese is the national language of the 1.3 billion inhabitants of China and is 
the predominant language of 31 million Chinese people living overseas.  Since China is 
becoming a major economic powerhouse, people who can speak Chinese will be an 
important force in the 21st century.  
 
Iowa Chinese Language School is committed to provide the opportunity to learn Chinese 
language to everyone who has an interest.  ICLS will also offer students a high-quality 
and widely available opportunity to become conversant with the language and culture of 
an ancient civilization that will be a dynamic power in the 21st century.  I consider Iowa 
Chinese Language School to be a platform not only for learning language, but also for 
cultural exchange. It is our hope that our school will become an educational bridge to the 
United States, connecting Americans to a country with a rich literature and history, and 
promote cultural diversity in the United States.  The bridge of understanding and 
friendship cannot be built without language.  Knowledge of another civilization and the 
ability to communicate across cultures can have a significant impact on the development 
of the younger generation.  According to the 2000 U.S. Census Report, Chinese 
Americans are the largest Asian group in the United States, with more than 2.7 million 
residents.  People-to-people contact between China and the United States is important 
for increasing mutual understanding, fostering friendship, and expanding bilateral 
relations.  
 
We hope through this publication to reflect what we have achieved in the past and to 
demonstrate what we can do in the future.  
 
Feng Han, Ph.D. 
 
Principal  
2003 – 2005 
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Message from Dr. Jian Zhang, the Principal from 200 5-2007 
 
Chinese, Your Asset for the Future! 

It is a great honor for me to be the principal of the Iowa Chinese Language School 
(ICLS) during 2005-2007.  With the tremendous efforts made by all teachers, parents, 
school board, sponsors and students, we witnessed our ICLS growing during that time.  
The ICLS was run by the volunteers.  These volunteers, many of them from Mainland 
China as the 1st generation immigrants, have demonstrated the courage and spirit for 
the creation of a diverse culture in the community, and showed their love for the splendid 
Chinese culture that could be passed on to others through one generation to another 
one.  Today, more and more people understand the importance of learning Chinese in 
Iowa – “Chinese, your asset for the future!”  No matter you are young or old, Chinese or 
American heritage, as long as you would like to learning Chinese in the greater Des 
Moines areas, you could come to ICLS to pursue your dream! 

During 2005-2007, we accumulated more resources and experience for a better Chinese 
school in Iowa.  Let us recall what we have accomplished for the 4 semesters of 2005-
2007 – a). American Adult Learning Chinese  (ALC)- Ms Yan Wang, vice principal and 
Professor Ko-hsing Huang initiated the ALC class in 2005, professor Huang has taught 
this class for up to now, what a contribution!  b). Improving Teaching Quality  - Drs 
Deping Xu and Shuku Sun, two vice principals in charge of teaching activities, worked 
their hearts out to improve teaching quality.  They recruited teachers via an interview 
process, trained assistant teachers, created teaching plan timely, consolidated teaching 
textbook for all classes, set up regular meetings with teachers about teaching methods, 
and encouraged parents to sit in the classroom to provide feedback.  Together with Dr. 
Qiang Liu, a board member, we appraised teachers with parents’ inputs so that we could 
recognize and award the teachers publically.  Ms. Xiaoyan Liu became one of few 
certified Chinese teachers in Iowa in August 2007 because Dr Lingyu Zhang, our 1st 
principal, worked constantly with local education experts behind the screen.  c). Student 
Recognitions - Several students assisted by teachers Ning Chia and Zhi Li, won the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd  place of the World Youth Chinese Essay Writing Contest among million 
contenders around the world in 2005, 2006 and 2007.  During the closing ceremony of 
every semester, our students showed their Chinese performance, meanwhile, we 
recognized our teachers and excellent students as well as volunteers, Ms Yong Cai, a 
board member, prepared the trophies and gifts for all winners.  d). China Star Summer 
Camp - In 2006, with the help of Zhang Si-Zhong Foreign Language Teaching Institute, 
Dr Feng Han led the 1st learning Chinese Summer Camp of ICLS in Shanghai 
successfully.  e). Outreach for More Support -  We communicated with parents about 
school management, needs and financial situation openly, and encouraged the parent 
assistant organization (PAO) from each class led by Dr. Qiang Liu to maintain the order 
during the Sunday class.  To outreach our community, we displayed the school 
brochures and poster in the Iowa Asian Festival in May, Johnston Greenday, and 
Ankeny Culture Day.  Dr Zuo-Yu Zhao, our honorable principal, invited several famous 
people from the community to form the Advisory Council.  Ms Grace Guo, an 
experienced community service volunteer, had many wonderful ideas for fund-raising.  
We raised $20,000 from 65 individual or organizations, including $5,000 that was 
donated by the school board and Advisory Council members.  f). Some Volunteer 
Examples -  Dr Liansuo Xie, a veteran board member, contributed many his talents for 
the school management, for example, he prepared the school schedule every year.  Dr 
Xu Hu designed our school calendar with photos taken by Mr. Qing Zhu in 2006 and 
2007.  Dr Alex Li built the new school website so we could post the school news and 
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student registration etc. timely onto the website.  Due to limitation of one-page article, I 
am sorry that I could not list all the things and names who contributed to the ICLS during 
2005-2007. 

The ICLS has achieved many successes for the past ten year, however it will be the 
long-term tasks for motivating our students to learn Chinese and improving our teaching 
quality.  The current school management model is heavily relied on the volunteers, 
which could become a potential concern for the future growth of the school.  Down the 
road, our innovation towards building a new model of running Chinese school with the 
full of vitality in the US will benefit more students in the community.  Yes, we shall write a 
new chapter for the ICLS if we united as one when facing any challenges!   

 
Jian Zhang, Ph.D. 
 
Principal  
2005 – 2007 
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Message from Dr. Hua Mo, the Principal from 2007-20 09 
 

It’s my honor and privilege to serve as school Principal from 2007-2009. In the past 
several years the former principals and school board have built a solid foundation for the 
school to continue the successful story. I would like to take this opportunity to express 
my appreciation to all of the students, teachers, parents, school board members, 
volunteers and sponsors.   With your great efforts and tremendous contribution, our 
school has become a highlight of the local Chinese community to provide a fun learning 
opportunity for any individuals and promote understanding of the Chinese culture. More 
excitingly, our student enrollment in spring semester of 2009 has broken the record in 
our school history. Currently more than 100 students from 4-year-old to adult enroll in 13 
classes. Our two school teachers have been certified as Iowa State certified Chinese 
teachers by the Iowa Board of Educational Examiner, which will help us to integrate the 
ICLS Chinese teaching program into local school’s foreign language curricula.  Our solid 
and high-quality teaching programs have prepared us to meet the demands of 
increasing numbers of students learning Chinese in Iowa. 

ICLS will continue to help our students of greater Des Moines areas learn Chinese, and 
learn it well.  Meanwhile, ICLS is committed to bringing a richer Chinese culture to our 
community, and to building friendships between American and Chinese people. 

 
 
Hua Mo, Ph.D. 
 
Principal 
2007-2009 
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Message from Dr. Zuo-yu Zhao, the Honorary Principa l from 1999-2009 
 
Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS) has passed her tenth birthday.  Looking back 
over these ten years, I felt strongly that people in our community made significant 
contributions to the initiation of this school, and its success and also placed a solid 
foundation for its further development.  In the spring 1999, a group of Chinese 
employees at Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. in Johnston, Iowa campus, often had 
lunch together and chatted about teaching Chinese to the children in their families.  We 
dreamed of a Chinese school in the Des Moines area that could provide the opportunity 
to our children for better learning Chinese; however, none of us had the experience to 
start this school.  At that time, a new employee, Dr. Lingyu Zhang arrived at Pioneer.  
Since she had been the principal of a Chinese language school in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
before she came to Johnston, we thought this was a great opportunity for starting a 
Chinese school here.  I invited her to join our “lunch meeting” to discuss the 
establishment of a Chinese language school in the Des Moines area.  She easily joined 
us in our dream and began preparation of the new school.   
 
The first school board was formed to handle all of the initial work.  Starting with Pioneer 
employees and expending to others in the Chinese community of Des Moines, a 
volunteer-based board was established, consisting of 9 members: Dr. Lingyu Zhang, Ms. 
Qingdong Wu, Dr. Wei Lu, Dr. Deping Xu, Dr. Donglong Liu, Dr. Xiping Niu, Dr. Liansuo 
Xie, Dr. Xiaoyue Li and myself.  Dr. Zhang was appointed as the school principal and the 
chair of the board and I was appointed as the honorary school principal.  With the strong 
support from the local community, the school was born on July 17, 1999.  The opening 
ceremony for the school was held in the auditorium of Pioneer Company and our dream 
became reality! 
 
In the past 10 years, five principals, Dr. Lingyu Zhang, Dr. Lucy Liu and Dr. Feng Han, 
Dr. J Zhang and Dr. Hua Mo have led the school.  A number of volunteers have served 
as school board members.  We also obtained important support from local business and 
community, especially from Pioneer Company, Johnston Community School District and 
Johnston High School, news media and local churches.  However, the foundation of this 
school is the students’ parents and the entire Chinese community in Des Moines area.  
They were the resources for our teachers, school board members and volunteered for 
school duties and activities.  Without them, this school could not exist.  Therefore, this 
school belongs to them forever.  More excitingly, over 1,500 students had been enrolled 
in this school in the past 10 years.  Some of them are in college and some of them 
finished school and are working now.  They have or will find out the benefit in their lives 
of knowing Chinese language.            
 
As the school’s honorary principal, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all 
of the principals, school board members, sponsors, teachers, students, and their 
parents, as well as the companies, government agents and local community for your 
continual supports.   
 
Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
 
Honorary Principal     
1999 – 2009 
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MESSAGE FROM MAJOR SUPPORTS  

 
 
 
Message from Mr. Bruce Hukee, the Principal of John ston High School 
 
The Iowa Chinese Language Partnership 
 
Seven Years ago, the Johnston Community School District began a partnership with our 
Chinese community from Johnston.  The Chinese families of Johnston wanted to use the 
high school building to start a Chinese Language School for the children and adults of 
the Chinese community and also for non-native speakers.  The vision was to bring 
together the Chinese community, to ensure that their children were learning the Chinese 
language and to provide opportunities for non-native speaker to learn the language and 
the Chinese culture. 
 
The philosophy of our district has always been to be good neighbors with the residents 
of our district.  We are always willing to share the use of our facilities.  However, as the 
Chinese school has progressed, I have seen other potential advantages for the Johnston 
community other than facility usage. 
 
As a high school principal, I see this as an incredible opportunity.  This can potentially be 
a conduit with what is taking place with high school reform.  As educators, we recognize 
the need for students to have more access to other World Languages.  Furthermore, 
China’s growth economically and educationally has brought to my attention the desire to 
bring Chinese as a possible course offering at the Johnston High School. 
    
I have had the pleasure to meet with members of the Chinese school.  Through our 
conversations, I have learned that school has had non-native speakers participate in 
their school.  The age range of the individuals is pre-school to adult learners.  What an 
incredible opportunity this provides.  Most non-native speakers would have to travel to a 
foreign country to experience the culture and to become immersed in the language.  The 
Chinese school provides individuals both of those opportunities.   
 
It has been a pleasure to work with the members of the Chinese school and to provide 
our high school as the venue.  For me, it has been an incredible learning experience.  
The individuals that I have met with have a commitment to their vision and also 
understand the scope of what they are providing inside and outside the Johnston 
community.   
 
One of our belief statements for our district is “We believe the learning environment 
should embrace diversity and promote mutual respect”.  As the district continues its 
relationship with the Chinese Language School, it is our hope that we can continue to 
build on our relationship and our ability to provide our students and community with the 
opportunity to learn about the Chinese culture and language. 
 
Bruce Hukee  
Principal of Johnston High School 
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Message from Mr. Steve Schaaf, the Director of Comm unity Investment, 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., A DuPont Compa ny 
 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. and the Iowa Chinese Language School 
 
Pioneer is a company which, since its’ founding by Henry A. Wallace in 1926, had the 
vision of improving people’s lives as a driving interest.  Wallace and other early leaders 
of Pioneer relied on the science of genetics to drive improvements in the farm economy 
of the 20th Century.   Over the years, however, Pioneer has come to rely not only on 
genetics to improve life for people across the globe but also on its employees and its 
financial resources.   
 
Sales of genetics, in the form of seed, drive Pioneer’s success but that success would 
not be possible without the dedication of people who work for Pioneer.  In-turn, the 
contributions that Pioneer makes around the world would not be possible without the 
revenues derived from product sales.  In the same spirit of improving the quality of life, 
Pioneer has provided financial support to the Iowa Chinese Language School.  The 
support comes in the form of three types of grants:  business/community grants, 
employee matching gift grants and employee volunteer grants.    
 
Business/community grants are intended to support opportunities that will help 
organizations improve operations, expand service offerings and in some cases, simply 
help to ensure needed services are maintained.  Employee matching gift grants are an 
opportunity for Pioneer to encourage employees to reach out to their community in a 
meaningful way, starting as soon as they begin their employment.  With a minimum 
allow contribution of $25, Pioneer’s match helps the employee’s $25 to become $50 
through the matching gift program.  Employee volunteer grants provide yet another 
opportunity for employees to be recognized for their service; Pioneer will provide a grant 
of $250 to non-profit organizations in celebration of the time an employee volunteers 
with that organization. 
 
The grants provide a vehicle for Pioneer to contribute to the community in a meaningful 
way.  In the case of the Iowa Chinese Language School, the impact of the Pioneer 
relationship is multiplied many times, thanks to the employees who volunteer their time 
and effort in support of the school and the students who attend classes every Sunday 
afternoon.  The employees who volunteer at the school are benefiting central Iowans by 
providing a unique, welcoming atmosphere for people to attend classes and learn about 
the Chinese language and culture.  In 2006, the school’s “reach” was extended far 
beyond the borders of Iowa, when a group of students and teachers took a trip to China, 
providing an opportunity for cultural exchange and understanding for a diverse group of 
students and teachers. 
 
We are pleased for the opportunity to support the Iowa Chinese Language School and 
the employees who volunteer their time, their talent and their resources to ensure its 
success.  
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PART I 

 
 
 

ICLS 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
 
 

1.1. Celebration of ICLS 10 Year Anniversary 
 
ICLS held a ceremony on September 27, 2009 to celebrate ICLS 10 year anniversary in 
Johnston High School.  “A BRIDGE TO THE GREAT WALL ” is the theme of this 
celebration.  
 
All of the students, parents, teachers, sponsors, fund donors, advisory council members 
and board members were invited for participation.  Our students and teachers wear the 
red school 10 year celebration T-shirts.  Red balloons around the place, smile faces 
everywhere and happiness filling the air made the celebration as a big school holiday.   
 
The celebration program included School Leaders’ and Advisory Council Member’s 
Speech, Student Representative Speech, Recognition, Forum on Chinese Language 
Study, Performance and Poster Review.  
 
1.1.1. Speech 
 
Dr. Zuo-Yu Zhao, Honorary principal gave open speech summarizing ICLS’ 
achievements in past 10 years.   
 
Dr. Dongsheng Feng, school principal gave close speech to outline ICLS’ opportunity 
and development in the near future. 
 
Mr. Meisheng Feng, student representative shared his experience of Chinese language 
study.  
 
Mrs. Cyndi Chen, Advisory council member and Administrator of Administrator of 
Commission on the Status of Iowans of Asian and Pacific Islander Heritage, Iowa 
Department of Human Rights announced the governor’s proclamation and recognitions 
to ICLS principals. 
 
1.1.2. Recognition 
 
ICLS presented awards to two organizations and Pioneer Hi-Bred, A DuPont Business 
and Johnston Community School District are the recipients of “Outstanding 
Community Support Award ”.  ICLS also presented awards to three individuals, Dr. 
Lingyu Zhang, the recipient of “Outstanding Contribution Award ”; Dr. Ning Chia, the 
recipient of “Outstanding Teacher Award ” and Dr. Alex Li, the recipient of 
“Outstanding Volunteer Award ”. 
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Pioneer Hi-Bred, A DuPont Business  
 
Pioneer’s support to Iowa Chinese Language School dates back to the day when the 
school held its opening ceremony in the auditorium of Pioneer Johnston campus on July 
17, 1999. For a decade, Pioneer has generously supported ICLS.  As many as 60 
Pioneer employees volunteered either as ICLS principals and board members or as 
teachers. In addition, Pioneer business has provided the ICLS with $21,000 financial 
supports through Employee Matching Gift Grants, Employee Volunteer Grants and 
Special Grants etc.  Most importantly, formal Pioneer vice president, Mr. Tom West has 
served as school Advisory Council member since 2005, and he made significant 
contributions to ICLS in outreaching and fundraising. These solid supports are very 
important and critical to the success of school.   
 
Johnston Community School District   
  
Johnston Community School District has provided the school facilities to ICLS since 
1999.  When ICLS started in July 1999, our classes were located in a local church.  
However, both students and parents quickly realized that a church was not the best for a 
school atmosphere and our school often interrupted church’s Sunday activities.  School 
board initially contacted Johnston Community School District and received a quick 
confirmation from this office.  ICLS moved to Johnston High School immediately in the 
fall semester of 1999.  This office also provided ICLS free of using their facilities for 2 
years.  In these 10 years, this Office consistently provided strong supports to ICLS.  This 
is very important and critical for the success of ICLS.      
 
Dr. Lingyu Zhang    
 
Dr. Lingyu Zhang is the one of the school founders, the first principal and first board 
chair of Iowa Chinese Language School.  Lingyu led the first school board to complete 
important baseline works to set up everything needed for school start in 1999, including 
the State registration, IRA registration, setting school mission and school bylaw, 
establishing the network with other Chinese schools, recruiting teachers, identifying 
school facilities, verifying student books and designing teaching plans etc.  Under her 
leadership, the first Chinese Language School in Des Moines area that opened to public 
was established on July 17, 1999.  All of these fundamental works are very critical for 
our school success in these 10 years.  After retiring from the principal position, Lingyu 
continuously makes efforts on Chinese language and culture education. 
 
Dr. Ning Chia 
 
Dr. Chia Ning, a professor of History at Central College in Pella, Iowa, has been a teacher 
at the Iowa Chinese Language School since 2004. She has contributed tremendous time 
and efforts toward the promotion of Chinese language and culture and the development 
of our community. In the past several years, she has spent her personal vacation to 
represent ICLS to attend teachers’ training or volunteer in the summer camp organized 
by Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of The State Council, China in every summer. After 
the training, she has shared her teaching experience with our teachers which helped our 
school to improve the teaching skills tremendously.  Her students attended the national 
Chinese Composition Contest and were awarded the prizes every year.  
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Dr. Alex Li   
 
Dr. Alex Li, as a volunteer, served the first school web master from 2003-2005.  During 
this period of time, he officially registered the school website, he created a number of 
new functions on school website and he integrated and updated school information and 
activities on the website accordingly that made the school communication and outreach 
more efficiently and user friendly.  He also designed and developed the online student 
registration function that continued to use today.  Except the web master, Dr. Li also, as 
a teacher of Iowa Chinese Language School taught Chinese class in 2002.     
 
1.1.3. Forum on Chinese Language Study  
 
The purpose of the forum was to provide a platform for ICLS parents to share their personal 
experience, perspectives, and creative ways to motivate their children to learn Chinese language 
and appreciate Chinese culture.  About 25 people attended the forum. 
 
As a special guest speaker, Professor Aili Mu, Chinese Language Program Coordinator of Iowa 
State University, was invited to the forum to share her experience in teaching Chinese language 
and culture at an American college.  She commented that for the children of first-generation 
immigrants learning a native language such as Chinese should 

·  start from home and parents should speak Chinese with their children at home as much 
as possible,  

·  keep learning and speaking Chinese throughout their childhood and continue learning 
Chinese through college. 

She emphasized that being a bilingual has provide them more and better opportunities to 
succeed in their career, especially doing business with China.  
 
Several parents with children who have attended ICLS for years also shared their experience on 
how to encourage and motivate their children to learn Chinese.  Xu-dong Bi, mother of Alick 
(Meisheng) Feng, a student who has attended ICLS from the very beginning and continued 
attending the Sunday Chinese class for the last 10 years, commented patience, persistence, and 
a lot encouragements are all important to motivate children to learn the language and more 
importantly, let the children to taste success of learning the language, let them feel the advantage 
of being bilingual and being able to appreciate Chinese culture through reading, visiting back to 
China.  Clearly, this forum would be highly beneficial both parents and teachers and should be 
continued. 
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Students, teachers, parents and guests gathering in Johnston High School 
 and celebrating ICLS 10 year anniversary 

 

 
 
 

 
Students and parents review posters made by each class 
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Parents and invited guest Professor Aili Mu discuss and share the importance and 

experience of Chinese learning in the Forum 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ICLS presenting the Award to 
Johnston 

Community School District 

ICLS presenting the Award to Pioneer 
A DuPont Business 
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Dr. Lingyu Zhang Receiving Outstanding  
Contribution Award 

Dr. Ning Chia Receiving Outstanding  
Teacher Award 

Dr. Alex Li Receiving Outstanding  
Volunteer Award 

 
Mr. Meisheng Feng shared his 

experience of Chinese language study 
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Performances 
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1.2. Governor’s Proclamation and Recognitions 
 
1.2.1. Governor’s Proclamation 
 
Mrs. Cyndi Chen, Administrator of Commission on the Status of Iowans of Asian and 
Pacific Islander Heritage, Iowa Department of Human Rights and ICLS Advisory Council 
member on behalf of Mr. Chester J. Culver, Governor of the State of Iowa announced 
the Proclamation. 
 
 “THE IOWA CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL (ICLS) WAS ESTABLISHED ON JULY 
17, 1999 IN JOHNSTON, IOWA; AND THE ICLS PROVIDES CHINESE LANGUAGE 
TEACHING AND CULTURE EDUCATION; AND THE ICLS PROMOTES FRIENDSHIP 
BETWEEN THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND THE CINESE PEOPLE; AND THE ICLS 
ASSIST NEW IMMIGRANTS WITH ADJUSTMENTS OF LANGUAGE, CULTURE, 
DAILY LIVING NEEDS, AND MORE; AND IOWANS JOIN THE IOWA CHINESE 
LANGUAGE SCHOOL ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2009 TO CELEBRATE ITS 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY WITH THE THEME “A BRIDGE TO THE GREAT WALL”; AND THE 
10TH ANNIVERSARY IS A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE FOR ICLS TO FULFILL ITS 
MISSION; AND THE ICLS HAS CONTRIBUTED TO IOWA WITH RICH AND DIVERSE 
CULTURE.  NOW, THEREFORE, I, CHESTER, J. CULVER, GOVERNOR OF THE 
STATE OF IOWA DO HEREBY PROCLAIM SEPTEMBER 17, 2009, AS CHINESE 
LAUGUAGE AND CULTURE DAY ”  
 

Mrs. Cyndi Chen announced Governor’s Proclamation 
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1.2.2. Recognitions 
 
Mrs. Cyndi Chen also announced the recognitions on behalf of Mr. Chester J. Culver, 
Governor of the State of Iowa to the six principals of ICLS who made important 
contributions in the past 10 years.  
 
These six principals are Dr. Lingyu Zhang, Dr. Lucy Liu, Dr. Feng Han, Dr. Jian Zhang, 
Dr. Hua Mo and Dr. Zuo-Yu Zhao. 
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Dr. Lingyu Zhang receiving  
Governor’s recognition 

Dr. Jian Zhang receiving  
Governor’s recognition 

Dr. Hua Mo receiving  
Governor’s recognition 

Dr. Zuo-Yu Zhao receiving 
Governor’s recognition 
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1.3. News Release 
 
Pioneer website – MyPioneer reported the news of ICLS 10th Anniversary celebration on 
October 8, 2008.  The Iowa Newspaper, Des Moines Register reported ICLS celebration 
event on October 13, 2009.   
 
 

�

��������	�
����
�� � ����
	�� � ���
	�����������	����	��� � �������	������	� � 
��
�������	��� �

������	�����	�
���� ��
Pioneer receives award for outstanding community 
support from Iowa Chinese Language School  

 
Oct. 8, 2009 - Des Moines, Iowa 
 

Iowa Chinese Language 
School (ICLS) 
celebrated its tenth 
anniversary during a 
ceremony on Sunday, 
Sept. 27, 2009.  

Pioneer was recognized 
with an award for 
outstanding community 
support for its financial 
contributions and the 
volunteer support of 
Pioneer employees, 
which have been highly 
recognized by the local 
community. Steve Schaaf, Pioneer community investment manager, accepted the 
award on behalf of the business. 

“Pioneer has really made a difference for the community by making significant 
contributions to our Chinese school. Without the contributions from Pioneer and 
other sponsors, it is impossible for the school to survive and develop,” said the 
newly-elected school Principal Dr. Dongsheng Feng and the Honorary Principal Dr. 
Zuo-Yu Zhao, who are Pioneer employees. 

Dr. Lingyu Zhang, Dr. Lucy Liu, Dr. Feng Han, Dr, Jian Zhang, Dr. Hua Mo and Dr. 
Zuo-yu Zhao, who served as the ICLS principals during 1999-2009, received 
outstanding volunteer awards, signed by Iowa State Governor Chet Culver.  

�
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Gov. Culver proclaimed Sept. 17, 2009, as Chinese Language and Culture Day for 
Iowa. Cyndi Chen, administrator of Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs Commission of 
Iowa Government, made the announcement at the ceremony. 

Since the ICLS was established in 1999, more than 1,500 students have enrolled in 
classes. During this same time, more than 70 teachers and 37 volunteer school 
board members, 22 of which have been Pioneer employees, have been part of the 
school. 

About the Iowa Chinese Language School 
The Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS) is a non-profit, volunteer-based 501(c) 3 
organization. Founded in 1999, the ICLS offers regular classes and short 
courses/seminars for teaching Mandarin Chinese. Currently, the ICLS has over 100 
students enrolled ranging from age four to adult in 18 classes. Twenty percent of the 
students have an American heritage. The regular classes are taught each Sunday 
afternoon, except for holiday weekends, at Johnston High School. The ICLS works 
to increase community awareness of Chinese cultural and economic contributions. 
For more information visit www.IowaChineseSchool.org. 

�
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October 13, 2009 

School for Chinese language recognizes support from Pioneer 

 

Steve Schaaf, Pioneer community investment manager, accepts the  
award from Dr. Zuo-Yu Zhao, honorary principal, and Dr.  
Dongsheng Feng, principal of the Chinese language school. 

The Iowa Chinese Language School marked its 10th anniversary by honoring Pioneer 
Hi-Bred for its financial and volunteer support. 
 
Community investment manager Steve Schaaf accepted the Outstanding Community 
Support award Sept. 27 on behalf of Pioneer. 
 
Six people who have served as principals at the school also have received volunteer 
awards signed by Gov. Chet Culver. They are Lingyu Zhang, Lucy Liu, Feng Han, Jian 
Zhang, Hua Mo and Zuo-Yu Zhao. 

"Pioneer has really made a difference for the community by making significant 
contributions to our Chinese school," said newly elected principal and Pioneer employee 
Dongsheng Feng. "Without the contributions from Pioneer and other sponsors, it is 
impossible for the school to survive and develop." 
 
Since the Chinese school was established in 1999, more than 1,500 students have 
enrolled in classes taught by more than 70 teachers. Of the school's 37 volunteer board 
members, 22 have been Pioneer employees. 

The Iowa Chinese Language School offers regular classes and short courses or 
seminars in Mandarin Chinese to people ranging from 4 years old to adulthood. 
 
Regular classes are taught on Sunday afternoons at Johnston High School. 
 
For information visit www. iowachineseschool.org. 
 
- Todd Erzen 
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PART II 
 
 
 

ICLS AT A GLANCE 
 
 
2.1 Brief Introduction 
 
Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS) was established on July 17, 1999 by a number of 
Pioneer employees.  The effort was led by Dr. Zuo-Yu Zhao and Dr. Lingyu Zhang who 
determined to bring the culture and language to others throughout the greater Des 
Moines area.  The school was initially located at a local church (The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints in West Des Moines) and later at the Johnston High School 
(JHS) through a rental agreement.  The school has remained in that location ever since, 
thanks to the great support of JHS.  
 
In the opening day, 40 students were enrolled in the school and the number has 
increased since.  In 2009, the school had an enrollment of more than 100 students aged 
from 4 to adult in 17 classes. Over the 10 years, over 1,500 students have been enrolled 
in ICLS.  The school was operated by a board of directors consisting of 6-10 members, 
elected by parents.  The board then appointed a Principal to oversee all school issues.  
Teachers at ICLS were selected from volunteers who have Mandarin Chinese as their 
native language and hold at least Bachelor degree and are masters in teaching.  The 
school maintained a good teacher/student ratio of 1:8 in order to facilitate interaction 
between teachers and students to create a more effective learning environment.  ICLS 
offered regular classes and short courses/seminars.  The standard curriculum 
supplemented with organized outside-classroom activities was applied to regular class 
teaching.  Outside-classroom activities include Drawing, Dancing, Marshall Arts, and 
Basketball, which were all taught in Chinese.  Short courses and seminars could be 
offered on demand to business people and tourists who want to learn very basic 
Chinese language (basic conversation) and to get familiar with Chinese 
culture/costumes and recent development.  The school also arranged tutoring service to 
individuals who had schedule conflict with the regular school hours.  For more 
information, please visit the school website: www.IowaChineseSchool.org 
 
2.2 Mission Statement 
 
In ICLS, we strive: 1. to provide a fun opportunity for everyone who wants to learn 
Chinese language (Mandarin) and culture; 2. to promote cultural exchange between the 
United States and Chinese people; 3. to create richer multicultural environments in our 
community; 4. to assist new immigrants with adjustments to language, culture, daily 
living needs, etc.; 5. to provide services to support local community's economy and 
business. These objectives will be achieved primarily, but not necessarily exclusively, by 
teaching Chinese language. 
 
2.3 Course Offered at ICLS 
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There were about 100 students registered in the ICLS in 2008- 2009 school year.  Most 
students were of ages ranging from 4 to 16, but we also had adult students in two 
classes.  There were 13 Chinese language classes at ICLS, including Pre-K, Class 1 to 
10, and two classes specifically designed for people who did not have any Chinese 
language background or did not speak Chinese at all in their homes.  Students were 
assigned to classes based on their age, Chinese language background, and how many 
years they have studied in our Chinese language school.  Several Chinese textbook 
series from different publishers were being used in the school.  Selection of textbooks for 
a specific class was also based student age, progression of classes, focus area of 
language study.  
 
In addition to Chinese language classes, ICLS also opened art, sport, and Chinese 
culture-related classes to interested students.  These classes included painting/drawing, 
dancing, basketball, and Chinese martial arts such as Tai-Ji. 
 
2.4 School Hours and Location 

ICLS is holding regular classes at the Johnston High School on Sundays from 2:00 - 
3:50 PM. Classes of special interests are taught from 4:00 - 4:50 PM.  Following is the 
location of the school. 

Johnston High School, 6501 NW 62nd Avenue, Johnston, IA 50131 

 
 
 

Mailing address: ICLS, P.O.Box 648, Johnston, IA 50131
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PART III 
 
 
 

STAFF (July, 1999 – July, 2005) 
 
 
3.1 Principals 
 
Lingyu Zhang , Ph.D.  July, 1999 – June, 2001 
 
Lucy Zi Liu , Ph.D. July, 2001 – June, 2003 
 
Feng Han , Ph.D. July, 2003 – June, 2005 
 
Jian Zhang , Ph.D. July, 2005 – June, 2007 
 
Hua Mo, Ph.D. July, 2007 – June, 2009 
 
Zuo-Yu Zhao , Ph.D. Honorary Principal, July, 1999 – June, 2009 
 



 - 38 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Dr. Lingyu Zhao, Principal 1999-2001  Dr. Lucy Liu, Principal 2001-2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Dr.  Feng Han, Principal 2003-2005  Dr. Jian Zhang, Principal 2005-2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Dr. Hua Mo, Principal 2007-2009                  Dr. Zuo-yu Zhao, Honorary Principal 1999-2009
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3.2 Advisory Council Members 
 
Cindy Chen , Administrator, Commission on the Status of Iowans of Asian and Pacific 

Islander Heritage (CAPI), Iowa Department of Human Rights�
 
Bruce Hukee , Principal, Johnston High School 
 
Daniel Miller , Executive Director and General Manage, Iowa Public Television  
 
Pamela Pfitzenmaier , Division Administrator, Early Childhood Elementary & Secondary 

Education, Iowa Department of Education 
 
Surasee Rodari , Vice President, Bankers Trust Co. N.A. 
 
Tom West , Vice President, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc., DuPont Company 
 
 
3.3 Board Members and Responsibilities  
 
1999 – 2000  Xiaoyue Li, Ph.D. Donglong Liu, M.S.   Wei Lu, Ph.D.  

Xiping Niu, Ph.D. Qingdong Wu, M.S.  Liansuo Xie, Ph.D.  
Deping Xu, Ph.D. Lingyu Zhang, Ph.D.  Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D.  

    
2000 – 2001 Baomei Li, M.S. Wei Lu, Ph.D.   Guoping Shu, Ph.D. 

Qingdong Wu, M.S. Liansuo Xie, Ph.D.  Deping Xu, Ph.D.  
Lingyu Zhang, Ph.D. Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D.  Hongsen Zhou, Ph.D. 

 
2001 – 2002 Xia Chen, M.S. Xu Hu, Ph.D.   Chunping Li, Ph.D.  

Lucy Liu, Ph.D. Xifan Sun, B.S.  Liansuo Xie, Ph.D.  
Deping Xu, Ph.D. Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D.  Hongsen Zhou, Ph.D. 

 
2002 – 2003 Yong Cai, L.Ac. Xia Chen, M.S.  Xu Hu, Ph.D.   

Lucy Liu, Ph.D. Liansuo Xie, Ph.D.  Deping Xu, Ph.D.  
Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D. Shifu Zhen, M.S. 

 
2003 – 2004 Yong Cai, L.Ac. Xia Chen, M.S.  Feng Han, Ph.D. 

Xu Hu, Ph.D.  Xiaoyan Shen, B.S.  Yumin Tao, Ph.D.
 Liansuo Xie, Ph.D. Deping Xu, Ph.D.  Zuo-Yu Zhao, Ph.D.  

Shifu Zhen, M.S. 
 
2004 – 2005  Yong Cai, L. Ac. Xia Chen, M.S.   Feng Han, Ph.D. 

Xiaoyan Shen, B.S.  Yumin Tao, Ph.D.   Liansuo Xie, Ph.D. 
Deping Xu, Ph.D.  Xiaozhe Yan, M.S.   Zuo-yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
Shifu Zhen, M.S. 

 
2005 – 2006 Yong Cai, L. Ac. Nancy Dong, M.S.  Feng Han, Ph.D. 
  Yumin Tao, Ph.D. Yan Wang, M.A.  Liansuo Xie, Ph.D. 
  Deping Xu, Ph.D. Swallow Yan, M.S.  Jian Zhang, Ph.D. 
  Zuo-yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
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2006 – 2007 Chuck Barton, Ph.D. Grace Guo, M.S.  Feng Han, Ph.D. 
  Ray Liu, Ph.D.  Shuku Sun, Ph.D.  Liansuo Xie, Ph.D. 
  Jian Zhang, Ph.D. Gan-Yuan Zhong, Ph.D. Zuo-yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
 
2007 – 2008  Hua Mo, Ph.D  Ray Liu, Ph.D   Shuku Sun, Ph.D  

Jimei Wang, M.S. Amy Zhao, M.S.   Zuo-yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
 
2008 – 2009 Jake Gui, M.S. Guanghong Chen, M.S. Hua Mo, Ph.D. 

Jimei Wang, M.S. Bingbing Wang, Ph.D.     Amy Zhao, M.S.   
Zuo-yu Zhao, Ph.D. 
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Photos of School Board Members 
 
 

 
 
 

Deping Xu 

Donglong Liu Wei Lu Xiaoyue Li 

Xiping Niu Qingdong Wu Lianxuo Xie 

Baomei Li Guoping Shu 
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Xu Hu 

Yumin Tao Shifu Zhen 

Hongshen Zhou Xia Chen 

Chunping Li Xifan Sun Yong Cai 

Xiaoyan Shen 
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Guanyuan Zhong Shuku Sun 

Ray Liu 

Yan Wang Xiaozhe Yan Nancy Dong 

Grace Guo   

Guanghong Chen 
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                            A board meeting in 2006

Bing-Bing Wang Jimei Wang Amy Zhao 
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3.3 Teachers and Staff  
 
From 1999 – 2009, more than 70 people, either as major teachers or as substitute 
teachers, taught Chinese language or other Chinese culture-related subjects in the Iowa 
Chinese Language School. Our teachers were all bachelor or higher degree holders and 
were primarily native Mandarin speakers. The diverse educational, cultural, and social 
experiences brought by our teachers significantly enriched the teaching activities within 
and outside the classrooms. 
 
 

Teacher Subject Taught School Year 
Yong-he Bai Chinese 2002 

Zhong-Meng Bao Chinese 2002-2003 

Shirley Burke Chinese 2005 

Yong Cai Chinese, Tai-Ji 2003-2005 

Weizhong Chen Chinese 2002-2005 

Xia Chen Chinese 2000-2001 

Yuxiang Chen Chinese 2000-2001 

Ning Chia Chinese 2004-2009 

Hua Dong Chinese 1999-2000, 2008-2009 

Nancy Dong Chinese 2001-2002, 2004-2005 

Aihua Fei Chinese 2007-2009 

Dongsheng Feng Chinese 2000-2009 

Xiang Feng Chinese 1999-2000 

Hena Guo Chinese 2004 

Xiaohong Gao Chinese 2006-2007 

Bo Han Chinese, Drawing 2004, 2007-2008 

Jiaying Han Chinese 1999-2002, 2004-2005 

Wangnan Hu Chinese 1999-2004, 2006-2009 

Ko-hsing Huang Chinese 2007-2009 

Wei Huang Chinese 2006-2007 

Junli Ji Chinese 2005-2007 

Xin Ji Chinese 2001-2005, 2007-2009 

Shuping Jiao Chinese 2000-2002 

Weifang Lai Chinese 2007-2009 

Anding Li Chinese 1999 

Bian Li Chinese 2000-2001 

Changjiang Li Chinese 1999-2002 

Dong Li Chinese 2002 

Dong Li Web Master 2003-2005 

Dongning Li Chinese 2007-2009 

Zhi Li Chinese 2003-2006 
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Ben Liang Web Master 2006-2009 

Cindy Liu Chinese 2006-2009 

Helen (Yanling) Liu Chinese Since 2005 

Zhongqing Liu Chinese 2003-2004 

Zi Liu Chinese 1999-2000, 2004-2005 

Amy Lu Chinese 2007-2008 

Hua Mo Chinese 2005-2006 

Jon Pearson Drawing 2008-2009 

Cheer Pilson Chinese 2005, 2007 

Fu-Yi Qiao School site safety 2003-2005 

Jason Qing Chinese 2005-2006, 2008-2009 

Xiaohong Qiu Chinese 2008-2009 

Xioayan Shen Dancing 2004 

Qing Sheng Chinese 2005 

Xiaomei Shi Chinese 2001-2002, 2004-2005, 2008 

Xifan Sun Chinese 1999-2001 

Yumin Tao Basketball 2004 

Chiying Wang Chinese 2006-2008 

Lijuan Wang Drawing 2004-2007 

Mao Wang Chinese 2000 

Ning Wang Chinese 2000-2002 

Tom Wang Chinese 2001-2002 

Xiaoping Wang Chinese 2001 

Yan Wang Chinese 2001-2002, 2005-2006 

Ran Wei Chinese 2007-2009 

Hilda Wolle Chinese 2000-2001 

Qian Wu Chinese 2004-2005 

Sarah Xia Chinese 2005-2006 

Jing-Ru Xu Chinese 2004-2009 

LianFang Xu Basketball 2004-2009 

Zhongling Xu Chinese 2000-2001 

Xiaochun Yang Chinese 2002-2004 

Rongxia Ye Chinese 2004-2007 

Justin Young Drawing 2004-2009 

Fen-chin Yu Chinese 2008-2009 

Yue Yun Chinese 1999-2000, 2002 

Zhuo-Min Zeng Chinese 2001-2002 

Jian Zhang Chinese 1999-2001 

Shirong Zhang Chinese 2000-2001 

Shuling Zhao Chinese 2007-2008 



 - 47 - 

Xiaoxia Zhao Chinese 1999 

Shifu Zhen Basketball 2004-2009 

Gan-Yuan Zhong Chinese 2000-2001 

Shujun Zhou Chinese 2000 
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PART IV 
 
 
 

STUDENTS (July, 1999 – July, 2009)  

 
 
Each semester from 1999 to 2009, ICLS had 58 to 105 students registered.  Over these 
10 years, over 1,500 students accumulated each semester, have been enrolled in ICLS.  
Most of the students continued to study in the school for multiple years.  The registered 
students in these ten years are listed below alphabetically by their last names.  Photos of 
the students and teachers in the classes in a number of school years are shown here.  
These are the typical classes, for example the number of students and teachers and the 
age range of the majority of the students in each class in ICLS in these ten years.   
 
  
Bai, Hongdi  
Bilstad, Mali 
Boal, William  
Bouaphakeo, Alexis 
Brewer, Millie  
Brewer, Suzy  
Cai, Angela 
Cale, Kerry  
Cale, Patti  
Caltrider, Aaron 
Caltrider, Ethan 
Carroll, Anthony 
Chan, Meanz  
Chan, Ri 
Chen, Andy 
Chen, Bryan 
Chen, Karen 
Chen, Jason 
Chen, Julia 
Chen, Min-Hong 
Chen, Ming Huei 
Chen, Min-Sheng 
Chen, Vivian 
Cheng, Anthea  
Cheng, Benny 
Cheng, Shuling 
Cheng, William 
Chew, Marcus 
Chi, Harry 
Chu, Jackie 
Chu, Jacquelyne 
Deutmeyer, Dana 

Deutmeyer, Jennifer  
Deutmeyer, Noah                     
Ding, May 
Dobson, Christie  
Dong, Caroline 
Dong, Kristy 
Du, Eric 
Du, Keira  
Du, Roy 
Eikenberry, Emily  
Eikenberry, Mary  
Feng, Alick 
Fu, Daniel 
Gilmore-Baldwin, John 
Gilmore-Baldwin, Molly 
Gu, Claire 
Guan, Bingmiao 
Guan, Justin 
Han, Amy 
Han, Andrew 
Han, Sam 
Harris, John 
Harris, Samantha 
Harrington, Charlie 
Harrington, Ellen 
Hauser, Sara 
He, Kristin  
Ho, Sammy 
Hou, Crystal 
Hou, Emily 
Hou, Eric 
Hou, Jack 

Hou, Stephanie 
Hu, Gordon 
Hu, Grace 
Hu, Jin 
Hu, Justin 
Hu, Kevin 
Huang, Bellara 
Huang, Jack 
Huang, Jiahui 
Huang, Lan 
Huang, Mandy 
Huang, Ryan 
Huang, Shenstone 
Huang, Wenqian 
Huang, William 
Ibsen, Annick 
Ibsen, Chole  
Jacobi, Susan 
Jansen, Lily 
Jian, Dana 
Jian, Kelly       
Kahn, Ted 
Karlovesky, Petr 
Ke, Stella 
Kwan, Lacey 
Lam, Benjamin 
Lam, Randy 
Leong, Bieu 
Leong, Kelley 
Leong, Kelsey 
Lepak, Charlie 
Lepak, Lillia 
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Li, Allen 
Li, Charles 
Li, Eric 
Li, Gary          
Li, George 
Li, Rachael 
Li, Weiyi 
Li, Yingquan 
Liang, Jackie 
Lin, Jennie 
Lin, Jennifer 
Liu, Cara 
Liu, Grace 
Liu, Jasmine 
Liu, John 
Liu, Nina 
Liu, Teresa 
Liu, Xiadan (Dana) 
Liu, Xiaotian 
Liu, Xiaoxue (Sarah) 
Lloyd, Bill 
Lloyd, Laura 
Lloyd, Natalie 
Lu, George 
Lu, Jennifer 
Lu, Karen 
Lu, Ning 
Lu, Michael 
Lu, Yi 
Ma, Grace 
Ma, Jane 
McClellan, Anna 
McClellan, Maggie 
McCoy, Ashlyn 
Meng, James 
Miao, James 
Miao, Jennifer 
Mo, Cynthia 
Mulia, Junia 
Mullin, Benjamin 
Niu, Andy 
Niu, Elvin 
Niu, Ethan 
Niu, Kevin 
Niu, Xiaofei 
O’Connell, Dale 
Olmsted, James 
Pierick Jeff, 
Pierick, Mathew 
Pierick, Tom 
Prawiradjaja, Ryan 

Prawirodjaya, Stanley 
Qi, Guowei 
Qi, Kevin 
Qu, Harrison 
Qu, Kelsey 
Reaney, Martin 
Reaney, Mary-Jane 
Reaney, Vicky 
Schreiber, Teresa 
Setio, Melina 
Seu, Kiarah 
Seu, Shannon 
Shawn, Michael 
Shen, Fred 
Shi, Kevin 
Shi, Mike 
Shi, Tracey 
Shi, Tricia 
Shu, Tony 
Shu, Troy 
Sun, James 
Sun, Joseph 
Sun, Leon 
Sun, Nina 
Sun, Tian 
Tian, Margaret 
Tiong, Joyce 
Trisno, Temmy 
Tu, Brain 
Tu, Tifani 
Turner, Kathy 
Turner, Katy 
Verstraete, Darcy 
Vuong, Ann 
Vuong, Quinn 
Vuong, Siulley 
Vuong, Siushan 
Wang, Andy 
Wang, Chad 
Wang, Chelsea 
Wang, Elaine 
Wang, Jenny 
Wang, Kaixi 
Wang, Katie 
Wang, Richard 
Wang, Sam 
Wang, Sarah 
Wei, Lansing 
Wen, Chuyin 
Wilson, Kelly 
Wolle, Hanna 

Wong, Calvin 
Wong, Philip 
Wu, Jenny 
Wu, Joanne 
Wu, Ming 
Wu, Vivian 
Xiang, Anna 
Xie, Jean 
Xie, Orin 
Xie, William 
Xu, Alice 
Xu, Cindy 
Xu, Daniel 
Xu, Kevin 
Xu, Patrick 
Xu, Wendy 
Xue, Andy 
Xue, Ivy 
Yan, Dorryl 
Yan, Hanson  
Yan, Stephen 
Yang, Alice 
Yang, Daniel 
Yang, Joshua 
Yang, Joy 
Yang, Katherine 
Yang, Lulu 
Yang, Stephanie 
Yao, Christopher 
Yao, Lucy 
Ye, Annie 
Yu, Christina 
Yu, Nina 
Zhai, Lucy 
Zhai, Tracey 
Zhang, Annie 
Zhang, David 
Zhang, Julia 
Zhang, Ken 
Zhang, Samuel 
Zhang, Xian 
Zhao, Yuehua (Fred) 
Zhao, Vincent 
Zhen, Li 
Zhong, Amy 
Zhong, Molin 
Zhou, Alan 
Zhou, Alexander 
Zhou, Kevin 
Zhou, Lisa 
Zhou, Peige 
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Zuo, Tim 
Zhu, Duan 

Zhu, Helen 
Zhu, Michael 

Zhu, Younan 
Zhu, Zea 
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Calsses from 2005 to 2009 
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PART V  
 
 
 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
 
5.1 Awards ICLS Students Received Outside the Schoo l Related to Chinese 
Language Study 
 
2001-2002  
 
ICLS Students Selected to Participate Honor Student  Program in P. R. China 
 
From 2001 to 2002, three students from ICLS were selected to participate in the Honor 
Student Summer Camp Program. These three students include Lisa Zhou, George Lu, 
and Justin (Jian) Guan. These high quality programs were organized either by the 
Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of People’s Republic of China or co-
organized by the Chinese School Association in the United States. During the week-long 
intensive program all camp students had wonderful opportunities to live together and 
interact with other Chinese students from local schools as well as from other parts of the 
world. They had the opportunities to exchange the life experience in Chinese as well as 
in English. They also had the opportunities to visit many historic places in Beijing. Such 
programs provided unique opportunities to Chinese youths to experience the Chinese 
culture, learn the Chinese history, and know more about the Chinese people and 
society. 
 
 

   
 
2002-2003 
 
Participants and Winners of The 5 th Chinese Youth Essay Competition (Organized 
by Chinese Education Association and the Oversea Ch inese Affairs Office of the 
State Council of People’s Republic of China)  
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With the help from their teacher, Nancy (Lanjin) Dong, ICLS students Sarah (Wenxuan) 
Wang and Molin Zhong, submitted their essays for this competition. Sarah Wang’s essay 
won the “Outstanding Essay” prize and Molin Zhong’s essay won the third prize. As 
instruction teacher, Nancy Dong won the “Outstanding Teacher” prize. Both winning 
students and their teachers received official certificates from the competition organizers. 
 
Publication of a Chinese-English Bilingual Book “Li ving in the United States of 
America – A Compilation of Essays by Chinese Studen ts” (Tianjin Education 
Press, P. R. China) 
 
This book resulted from the collaborative efforts of the Iowa Chinese School of Iowa City 
and Iowa Chinese Language School (ICLS). This book is a compilation of the essays 
written by students from both schools from 2000 to early 2003. Most of the essays were 
submitted to various international Chinese essay competitions during this period and 
some essays have won award certificates or prizes for their excellence. Twelve essays 
written by seven students from Iowa Chinese Language School were included in this 
book. The contributing students include Sarah (Wenxuan) Wang (five essays), Molin 
Zhong (one essay), Justin (Jian) Guan (one essay), Jean Xie (two essays), Peige Zhou 
(one essay), Fred Shen (one essay), and Troy Shu (one essay). 
 
2004-2005  
 
Participants and Winners of the 6 th World Elementary School Student Chinese 
Composition Writing Contest from ICLS in year of 20 05 
 
More than seven million Chinese compositions were submitted by elementary students 
from 31 countries around the world.  After three rounds of critical assessments, the 
contest appraisal committee recognized 3310 students for their outstanding 
compositions.  Nine students from ICLS submitted their Chinese compositions for this 
contest in March 2005.  These students are Shengstone Huang, Jean Xie, Fred Shen, 
William Xie, Cindy Xu, Helen Zhu, Jiahui Huang, Troy Shu, and Frank Niu. Two ICLS 
students won the outstanding composition awards. These two winners are Frank Niu 
and Shengstone Huang. Frank Niu won the first prize with his essay titled “A trip to 
Canada – visit Niagara Fall” (%/5Ž+¶ ÚZÛ). Shengstone Huang won the second prize with 

his essay titled “Visit Cheng-De” (@Ç5�2F). The winning students received official 
certificates from the contest organizers. 
 
2006-2007  
 
Winners of the 7 th World Youth Chinese Essay Writing Contest 

Sponsored by Oversea Chinese Association, Taiwan Association, People's Daily 
Overseas, China International Broadcast, CCTV, and Happy Essay magazine, the 7th 
World Youth Chinese Essay Writing Contest took place in earlier this year.  More than 
seven millions of elementary school students from 32 countries attended the essay 
contest.  After three round appraisements, the contest committee awarded 3,310 
students for their outstanding Chinese essays.  The award ceremony was held in Beijing 
Oversea Chinese Plaza on August 4th, 2006, Beijing, China. 
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Nine students from Iowa Chinese Language School also submitted their essays in 
February 2006.  Xiaofei Niu, Shenstone Huang, William Xie and Jean Xie from ICLS are 
awarded as winners of this contest.  

- Xiaofei Niu, 1st Place; Teacher, Jason Qin 
- Shenstone Huang, 2nd Place; Teacher, Ning Chia 
- William Xie, 2nd Place; Teacher, Zi Li 
- Jean Xie, 3rd Place; Teacher, Ning Chia 

Winners of the 8 th World Youth Chinese Essay Writing Contest  

Jiahui Huang from Primary Chinese Class 3 (PCC3) of ICLS has been awarded the 2nd 
place winner of the 8th World Youth Chinese Essay Writing Contest.  The title of her 
essay is about missing hometown towards Beijing Olympic Games. Sponsored by 
Oversea Chinese Association, Taiwan Association, People's Daily Overseas, China 
International Broadcast, CCTV, and Happy Essay magazine, millions of elementary 
school students from more than 32 countries attended the essay contest.  This contest 
of youth Chinese Essay Writing becomes the most competitive and influence one in the 
world.  Our ICLS students and Teacher Ning Chia have received the awards of this 
contest for the past three years continuously. 

On behalf of the ICLS, we sincerely congratulate Miss Huang and Teacher Chia on this 
outstanding achievement!  Also, we are very grateful for the excellent leadership and 
contributions from the Vice Principal, Dr. Shuku Sun.   

2007-2009 
 
2007 The Winners of the “2007 US Youth Chinese Comp osition Contest”  
Jiahui Huang 
 
2008 The Winners of the “2007 US Youth Chinese Comp osition Contest”  
2nd Place; Shenstone Huang  
Excellence: Shuling Cheng and Yining Huang  
 
2008 The Winner of the “YAT” exam ( "�AÁ"��G5×A©"�AÁ"��G5×A©"�AÁ"��G5×A©"�AÁ"��G5×A©) 
Shenstone Huang; Shuling Cheng; Sarah Liu; Grace Ma, Yi Lu, Jiahui Huang and Yining 
Huang 
 
 
5.2 Student Awards Received from ICLS  
 
2003 Fall Semester ICLS Word Recognition Contest Wi nners 
First place winners:  Andy Chen, Tim Zuo, Sam Ding, Alan Zhou, Alice Xu, William Xu, 
Cindy Xu, Shengstone Huang and Annie Ye 
Second place winners: Joshua Yang, Daniel Xu, Alex Zhou, Margaret Tian, Yulu Luo 
and Jean Xie 
 
2003 Fall Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Winne rs 
First place winners: Alice Xu, Cindy Xu, Shengstone Huang and Annie Ye 
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Second place winners: Troy Shu, Siushan Vuong and Jean Xie 
 
 
2004 Spring Semester ICLS Word Recognition Contest Winners 
First place winners: Andy Chen, Joshua Yang, Jing-jing Huang, Amy Han, Amy Zhong, 
Tim Zuo, Daniel Xu, Rachael Li, Sam Ding, Alan Zhou, Margaret Tian, Yulu Luo, William 
Xie, Cindy Xu, Shengstone Huang, Justin Guan and Annie Ye 
Second place winners: Meyhui Ding, Day Ding, Mike Ding, Alex Zhou, Tracey Zhai, 
Alice Xu, Helen Zhu, Fred Shen and Jean Xie 
 
2004 Spring Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Win ners 
First place winners: Alice Xu, Cindy Xu, Shengstone Huang and Annie Ye 
Second place winners: Patrick Xu, William Xie, Siushan Vuong, Fred Shen, Justin 
Guan and Molin Zhong 
 
2004 Fall Semester ICLS World Recognition Contest W inners  
First place winners: Samuel Zhang, Ethan Niu, Andy Chen, Michael Zhu, Alex Zhou 
and Margaret Tian 
Second place winners: Lacey Kwan, Joshua Yang, Jing-jing Huang, J.R. Spencer (Sun 
Jier), Tim Zuo, Mike Ding, Sam Ding, Joy Yang and Tracey Zhai 
 
2004 Fall Semester ICLS Recitation Contest Winners 
First place winners: Younan Zhu, Jiahui Huang, and Shengstone Huang 
Second place winners: Yulu Luo, Patrick Xu, William Xie, Helen Zhu, Fred Shen and 
Jean Xie 
 
2004 Fall Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Winne rs 
First place winners: Troy Shu, Patrick Xu, Frank Niu, Cindy Xu and Shengstone Huang 
Second place winners: William Xie, Helen Zhu, Jean Xie and Fred Shen 
 
2005 Spring Semester ICLS World recognition Contest  Winners 
First place winners: Edward Wu, Ethan Niu, Justin Hu, Samuel Zhang, Lacey Kwan, 
Linette Leng, Andy Chen, Jing-jing Huang, Tim Zuo, Michael Chu, Sam Ding, Margaret 
Tian and Joy Yang 
Second place winners: Michael Bai, Harrison Qu, Katherine Yang, Tony Shu, Joyce 
Tiong, Torrance Liang, Joshua Yang, Daniel Xu, Alex Zhou and Edwin Wu 
 
2005 Spring Semester ICLS Recitation Contest Winner s 
First place winners: Troy Shu, William Xie, Shengstone Huang, and Jean Xie 
Second place winners: Patrick Xu, Jiahui Huang and Siushan Vuong 
 
2005 Spring Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Win ners 
First place winners: Frank Niu, Cindy Xu, and Shengstone Huang 
Second place winners: Patrick Xu, Jiahui Huang, and Jean Xie 
 
2006 Fall Semester ICLS World Recognition Contest W inners 
First place winners: Chloe Ibsen, Zhihao Huang, Yitong Niu, Daniel Fu, Sammy He, 
Ethan Niu, Taixiong Liang and Zongjia Zhu 
Second place winners: Talen Fisher, Jackie Liang, Dennis Chu, Youquan Jiao, 
Yanzhuang Yang, Angela Cai, Daniel Yang, Edward Wu, Anna Xiang, William Zheng, 
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Justin Hu, Katherine Yang, Samuel Zhang, Shiyu Li, Leon Sun, Tianmo Zuo, Qin Qu, 
and Dy Zhai 

 
2006 Fall Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Winne rs 
First place winners: Xiushan Wang, Shengning Huang 
Second place winners: Cindy (Wenli) Xu and Alick (Meisheng) Feng, Jiahui Huang and 
Zhihou Xie 

  
2007 Spring Semester ICLS World Recognition Contest  Winners 
First place winners: Natalie Llyod, Elvin Niu, Daniel Yang, Angela Cai, Edward Wu,�
Anna Xiang, Ethan Niu, Taixiong Liang, Tiaomo Zuo, Bellara Huang, Tracey Zhai and 
Younan Zhu 
Second place winners: John Liu,�Lily Jansen, William Huang,�Jackie Liang, Daniel 
Fu, Dana Liu, Sammy He, Linette Leng, Samuel Zhang, Lacey Kwan, Leon Sun, Karen 
Chen, Amy Zhong, Edwin Wu and Meisheng Feng 
Excellent Student Awards: Jennifer Deutmeyer, Harrington Charlie, Dale O'Connell, 
John Harris, Annick Ibsen, Saundra Schreiber and Terri Schreiber 
 
2007 Spring Semester ICLS Chinese Essay Contest Win ners 
Shenstone Huang, Sarah Liu, Jiahui Huang and Fred Zhao 
 
 
2008 – 2009 ICLS Student Award Programs 
The students were awarded by the following catagories. 
 
Outstanding Srudent Award 
Outstanding Progress Award 
Outstanding Reading Award 
Outstanding Homowork Award 
Outstadning Speech Award 
Outstanding Attendance Award 
Outstanding Observing Discipline Award 
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Pictures Taken from Semester-end Award Presentation s at ICLS 
 

 
 

Trophies to be awarded to winners of the Chinese Word Recognition and Chinese Essay contests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snapshots of winners from the 2004 Chinese Word Recognition and Chinese Essay contests 
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PART VI 
 
 
 

SCHOOL ACTIVITY 
 
 
6.1 Chinese Language Teaching  
 
6.1.1 Classroom Instructions and Activities 
 
Most of the teaching activities are conducted in class rooms. In addition to giving specific 
instruction for each topic covered by the textbook, teachers also organize class 
discussion on Chinese culture, customs, traditions, and current social changes. In the 
entry level classes, the emphasis is placed on learning Chinese pronunciation through 
teaching Chinese Pin-Pin, building basic Chinese vocabulary, and stimulating students’ 
interest in Chinese language and culture. Teachers also organize students to play 
traditional Chinese games, tell stories, and learn to sing simple Chinese songs and read 
simple Chinese poems. In the advanced classes the emphasis is placed on Chinese 
vocabulary study, grammar, and composition. Through the study of grammar and 
vocabulary the students learn the basic concepts essential for effective communication 
in Chinese. In composition, students are given an opportunity to use their Chinese 
language vocabulary and basic skills to express their opinions and experience in basic 
Chinese writing. In the highest level of classes, students focus on advanced reading and 
writing and also start preparing to take the SAT II Chinese test. 
 
 
 
Photos showing classroom studies of different classes in different years 
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Student Quiz and Fun Competition 
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Chinese Culture Class – Chinese New Year Celebration 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Chinese Culture Class – Making Chinese Dumpline 
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6.1.2 Semester-end and School Year-end Performance 
 
At the end of each school semester, students and parents join together at ICLS for a 
celebration, which usually features performances by students of each class. As a 
semester-end report to parents, performance programs focus on what students have 
learned at ICLS.  They presented in Chinese language through drama, singing, dancing, 
and fun-filled friendly competitions. 
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6.1.3 Chinese Word Recognition Contest 
 
In Fall 2003, ICLS started orgnizing this contest as a way to stimulate students’ learning 
desire. It has since proven to be a popular activity supplementary to regular classroom 
learning. Teachers of the respective classes prepare a list of words and randomly select 
words for each student to recognize during the contest. More words are selected from 
the list for students to recognize when they are doing well. Students, and parents too, 
often spend days in preparation for the contest. As a result, in many cases, students did 
so well that teachers had to use additional sets of words to decide the final winners. In 
such friendly competitions, the interest and desire to do better drive students to learn 
more and remember what they learned from the class rooms. 
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6.1.4 Extracurricular Learning Activities - Summer Picnic  
 
ICLS also organizes an annual summer picnic.  Students and their parents are invited to 
get together to share their past year’s experience and participate in some fun activities. 
Potential students and their parents are also invited.  This annual picnic has proven to 
be one of the most popular outdoor classroom-gatherings for students to learn and 
practice Chinese language, develop friendships among Chinese speakers, and in the 
mean time, have fun. 
 

    
 
 
6.1.5 Teaching Exchange 
 
ICLS strives to improve its overall teaching quality in a variety of ways. The school has 
organized several teacher conferences every year. During these conferences, teachers 
are encouraged to summarize and share their personal teaching experiences in the 
classroom and discuss their common concerns and unique observations from teaching 
Chinese as the secondary language. In addition, ICLS also sent some of its teachers 
and school management team members to attend the 2000 Chinese Language 
Teaching Discussion Conference organized by Xilin Chinese Schools at Chicago and 
the Ministry of Education of People’s Republic of China. Over the years, ICLS teachers 
and management team members also visited other Chinese schools in the region and 
exchanged experience in managing school and improving the quality of teaching 
programs. 
 
Teachers and school management team members visited Iowa Chinese School at Iowa 
City, Iowa in 2002. 
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6.2 Cultural Enrichment Activities  

To stimulate the interest in learning Chinese language and understanding Chinese 
culture from ICLS students and enrich the cultural exchange programs in Iowa’s local 
community, Iowa Chinese Language School organized, sponsored, participated in or 
hosted a series of cultural exchange programs during the last six years. These exchange 
programs and activities positively and significantly enhanced the mutual understanding 
among people in the Iowa’s local communities and those who are from China. These 
exchange programs also provided unique opportunities for young Chinese Americans to 
learn and understand Chinese culture and traditions. 

6.2.1 Co-hosted Hebei "Beijing Opera" Performing Tr oupe 
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6.2.2 Sponsored and Hosted “Journey to the West” Pe rforming Troupe  

On January 25, 2004, Iowa Chinese Language School invited "Journey to the West" TV 
Series troupe to visit Des Moines as a part of their US tour. The Director, Jie Yang, and 
four actors for the major TV program characters, Tang Seng, Monkey King, Sha Seng, 
and Zhu Ba Jie, plus a rising Chinese singing star Chen Xiaotao gave a wonderful show 
at Johnston High School Auditorium.  

 

 

               

               

               

 

Place: Johnston High School Auditorium
6501 NW 62nd Ave, Johnston, IA 50131 

Time: Sunday, January 25, 3:30 PM

Spring Celebration by Golden Monkey (G¥)�KÍ�ùG¥)�KÍ�ùG¥)�KÍ�ùG¥)�KÍ�ù )
Special performance by <Journey to the west> TV series troupe
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6.2.3 Sponsored and Hosted  Shi-Jia-Zhuang Performing Troupe 

A ten-member performance troupe from the capital city of Shi-Jia-Zhuang of Hebei 
Province, China, visited and performed in the Greater Des Moines area from February 
12 to February 17, 2005. The city of Shi-Jia-Zhuang is the sister city of Des Moines.  The 
visit kicked off the yearlong celebrations of the 20th anniversary of the relationship 
between the two cities.  
 
Iowa Chinese Language School hosted one show for the troupe. The troupe performed a 
variety of typical Chinese music using traditional Chinese musical instruments, such as 
erhu, or Chinese violin, zheng (a percussion instrument), and suona (a woodwind 
instrument). The program included solos and an ensemble of those instruments.  
Students and parents from ICLS also contributed a few dancing programs. The whole 
program echoed the happy, festive atmosphere during the month-long Spring Festival 
celebration in China as well as in the local Chinese communities in Iowa. 
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6.2.4 Hosted a Performing Group of Tianjin Children 's Palace of Art  
 
In late September of 2001 and 2004, ICLS hosted the young visiting students of the 
Children's Palace of Art, a school of music and dance that sent its talented young 
ambassadors to America and Iowa in particular as part of a state-sponsored exchange 
of business and culture called "Sister States." These young students presented an 
excellent program of traditional Chinese instruments, folk songs, and dances with 
beautiful costumes. 
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6.2.5 Participated in Special Summer Camp Programs in China 
 
ICLS has sent students to participate in summer camp programs organized by CSAUS 
in Beijing, China. The camp programs were sponsored by China Overseas Exchanges 
Association and aimed at teaching young campers basic knowledge and skills of 
Chinese folk dance and Chinese martial arts. The camp programs also provided 
Chinese cultural seminars, traditional Chinese craft making lessons, as well as joint 
activities with local Chinese youths. The campers can choose to take either dance 
classes or martial arts classes. 
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6.2.6 ICLS Summer Camp in Shanghai, China 
 

The first “Chinese Star” summer camp from June 12 to 19, 2006; in Shanghai, China 
organized by Iowa Chinese Language School was a big success.  All kids had a great 
time and enjoyed many activities in Shanghai.  Chinese learning was a key part of this 
camp. Kids spent every morning to learn Chinese led by local Chinese teacher, Ms. Xu 
JiaJia, a graduate from Shanghai Foreign Language College.  Kids were also very 
enthusiastic in Chinese art and craft learning sessions, such as making Chinese knot, 
Peking opera’s face painting, traditional Chinese paper cutting, learning traditional 
Chinese music instruments, making animals from grass, etc.  The camp was also 
packed with a lot of fabulously wonderful activities, such as an evening cruise on the 
Huangpu River, watching an astounding performance by the Shanghai Acrobatics 
Troupe, and visiting Shanghai Museum, the Oriental Pearl TV Tower, Shanghai 
ChengHuang Temple, Suzhou Garden, the Ecological Village at Chongming Island etc.  
The camp greatly improved the kids Chinese skills and enriched their life experiences 
that are educational, exciting and unforgettable. 

Special thanks go to Liu, Xin and Shen, Xiaoyan for their helps in managing the camp. 
Many thanks also go to the local organizer, Zhang, Jin and local teacher, Xu, Jiajia for 
their hard and dedicated work and activity arrangement, which made the camp running 
smoothly and full of fun.  We are very grateful for Zhang Sizhong Foreign Language 
Teaching Research Institute for editing Chinese teaching materials especially for our 
camp.  These materials enable our kids learn a lot of Chinese basics in a very short 
period of time. 

Here is the note sent by one of our campers.  

“Thank you for hosting a great summer camp in Shanghai, China.  I learned a lot such 
as the culture back then, how to play gourd instruments, how to make stuff out of grass, 
Chinese (obviously), some Chinese songs, and lots more.  I especially like visiting the 
Shanghai tower and the aerobatics/acrobatics show. If my friends back here ask me how 
it was, I'd say it was fun and they have a lot of cool  trips. Thanks! ”  -Joy Yang  
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PART VII 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION 
 
 
7.1 ICLS Communications 
 
Effective communication is an integral part of ICLS success. ICLS has adapted multi-
channels of communication to ensure community awareness of the school’s missions 
and cultural activities, its transparency of operation, and successful fund-raising. The 
commonly used communication media are school’s newsletters, board meeting minutes, 
year book, website, presentations, advertisements and local media coverage. For 
instance, the two local newspapers, the Des Moines Register and Press Citizen, have 
published a few articles about ICLS and the culture activities it has brought to the 
community.  
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7.2 Feedback 
 
7.2.1 Feedback from the 7th Grade Class in Johnston  
 
Dear Mrs. Zhang….. 
 
Thank you for coming to see our class.  I learned much more about China by listening to 
you instead of out of our book.  I hope you really feel that it was worth the time because 
it was 

- Andy 
 
Your presentation was very informative.  I enjoyed it.  You made it fun to learn about 
China. 

- Danielle 
 
You made me want to learn more about the Chinese language. 

 
- Ginshaw 

 
I personally liked it when they modeled wedding outfits and told what everything meant.  
The dancing was beautiful.  Each movement seemed to mean a certain thing or saying. 
 

- Missy 
 
7.2.2 Feedback from Students, Teachers, and Parents  
 
For the CSL class, I would like to thank all the students for their dedication to this 
learning opportunity.During the short time period; we finished 9 lessons in Book 1. There 
was a student who read the text of Lesson 10 all by himself and understood the meaning 
of most of the text. 
 
There was another student who got the last quiz 99% correct. The children in the class 
were all good sports?  They made learning more interesting for everyone.  
 
I would also like to thank the school board for its support from arranging the classrooms 
to registration to finding teacher's assistant. The board's flexibility and willingness to help 
made my teaching easier and more satisfying.  
 
As for the future, I think we probably should consider having smaller classes, especially 
for the CSL class, class 1, and class 2, because those students need so much more of 
teachers' one-on-one attention. 
 

- Angela Chen, Teacher of CSL 
 
Thanks for bringing the clothes and chopsticks and the film of the dragon for us to see.  I 
liked the yo-yos – they were cool. 

- Josh 
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When the lady did the dance, it was amazing.  I liked it when you passed around some 
unique things from China.  The language in China is very unique.  The New Year’s in 
China looks like fun and it’s a special day. 
 

- Sarah 
 
Thanks for teaching us about the dragon on New Year’s.  I have seen that kind of thing 
before, but I never knew what it was.  It was cool how that red was good luck.  It has 
been my favorite color for a long time. 
 

- Ryan 
 
Thank you for coming to talk to us.  I think I understand China a little more… 

 
- Max 

 
My favorite part was when you taught us Chinese… 
 

- Dylan 
 
It was very interesting learning how to count in Chinese.  We are studying China in 
Geography so it really helped to understand it more. 
 

- Justin 
 
I thought the writing was really neat.  It is very different from mine.  I liked seeing the 
Chinese clothes because I had never seen them in person. 
 

- Jordan 
 
I liked how the other couple modeled their wedding outfits.  I think I might have my 
wedding in China after what you said. 
 

- Shelby 
 
You helped us to learn about the Chinese New Year and their celebration.  I liked how 
they hid money in envelopes all around the house…like we do for Easter.  I liked the 
story of the rat and how he was first.  If you could come back to tell us more about your 
country, I would be very happy.  Thank you again. 
 

- Todd 
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7.2.3 A letter from Students of Chinese Schools at Iowa City and Des Moines 
(ICLS) to the Newspaper of China People’s Daily 
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PART VIII 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
 
 
8.1 Summary 
 
Since its creation in 1999, ICLS has relied upon fund raising activities to provide critical 
financial support.  Major areas of expense are payment to teachers (70%), school facility 
rental fees (20%), and school activities such as the award ceremony (10%).  In most of 
years, tuition and fees collected from registration were just enough or less enough to 
cover teachers’ payments.  Expense in other areas such as school facility rental and 
school activities had to rely on generous donations from individuals and organizations. 
Each year, up to 30-40% of the school’s income comes from donations. United Way, 
Pioneer, and Iowa One Gift are among organizations that have made continuous 
contributions to ICLS.  
 
During these ten years of 1999 to 2009, ICLS raised $63,055 in total.  Among these 
donations, about one third - $20,985, were provided by Pioneer Hi-Bred International, 
Inc.; $3,930 were contributed by other organizations and the majority of the funds - 
$38,140 (60.5%) were donated by individuals through United Way, Iowa One Gift and 
direct donations to ICLS.  ICLS really appreciates these ICLS friends and sponsors for 
their continuous supports. 
 
The following chart depicts financial resources for ICLS in a typical year (2004).    
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This following chart summarized ICLS 10 year finance status – Total Income and 
Expense 
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8.2 Financial Trend 
 
Largely due to expansion of course offerings at the school, expense of teachers’ pay and 
facility rental have increased in the past years. Thanks to increased fund raising efforts, 
income at ICLS has grown to meet the demand. The school is committed to run a more 
robust and efficient fund raising program. 
 
 
8.3 Sponsors 
 
8.3.1 Organizations 
 
In past 10 years, ICLS received financial supports from about 20 organizations or 
businesses.  Among these organizations, Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. is the No. 1 
supporter providing $20,985 in total.  Johnston Community School District Office 
provided the school facility for ICLS; this is one of the critical conditions for our school’s 
running smoothly in past 10 years.  
 
A & A Supermarket     
Bankers Trust, Inc. 
China Café     
Grand China Buffet    
Iowa Food Distributors, Inc. 
Iowa One Gift Program 
Iowa State Government    
Jade Garden Restaurant 
Johnston Community School District Office    
Kumon     
Panda Garden   
Pho Kim Anh, Vietnamese Restaurant   
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.   
Polk County Bank 
Shine-Link International Group, Inc. 
Residential Funding Company, Inc. - GMAC 
Taste of China   
Ting's Asian Market     
United Way of Central Iowa 
Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Wells Fargo Bank  
 
8.3.2 Individual contributors who wish to be acknow ledged 
     
In these 10 years, ICLS has received more than 300 times of donations from a large 
number of individuals.  The total amount of the donation from individuals is $38,140.  It is 
60.5% of total funds received in past 10 years by ICLS.  The names of the fund donators 
for these 10 years are listed here, except the anonymous.  
 
 
Jade Award  $1,000 or more 
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Golden Torch  $400 - $999  
Silver Torch  $250 - $399  
Bronze Torch  $100 - $249  
Member  Less than $100 
 

2000 Contributors    Honor Roll 
 
Ping Feng     Silver Torch 
Zuo-Yu Zhao     Silver Torch 
Changjiang Li     Bronze Torch 
Guihua Lu     Bronze Torch 
Siquan Luo     Bronze Torch 
Jian Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Weiyun Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Guo-Hua Miao     Bronze Torch 
Hua Dong      Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Fan Wu     Member 
Xiaomei Shi     Member 
Lingyu Zhang     Member 
Sidney S. Vuong    Member 
Qingdo Wu     Member 
Shirong Zhang    Member 
Hua Zhang     Member 
Amy B Li     Member 
John Xu     Member 
Xiaohong Yuan    Member 
Xue Luo     Member 
Li Zeng     Member 
Mengjie Hou     Member 
Molly Gilmore-Boldwin   Member 

 
2001 Contributors    Honor Roll 
 
Lingyu Zhang     Golden Torch 
Jian Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Zi Lucy Liu     Bronze Torch 
Fan Wu     Bronze Torch 
Sidney S. Vuong    Member 
Yonghe Bai     Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Xu Hu      Member 
Dong Li     Member 
Bo Shen     Member 
Amy B. Li     Member 
Dong X. Bi     Member 
Hilda Y. Wolle     Member 
Weiyun Zhang     Member 
Hua Dong      Member 
Suling Zhao     Member 
Yingyu Zheng     Member 
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Guoping Shu     Member 

2002 Contributors    Honor Roll 
 
Bill Chen     Silver Torch 
Zuo-Yu Zhao     Bronze Torch 
Gan-Yuan Zhong    Bronze Torch 
Donglong Liu     Bronze Torch 
Lingyu Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Ping Feng     Bronze Torch 
Zi Lucy Liu     Bronze Torch 
Feng Han      Member 
Xu Hu      Member 
Changjiang Li     Member 
Hugh Lu     Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Feng Lizhi     Member 
Aihua Shao     Member 
Dong X. Bi     Member 
Amy B. Li     Member 
Mei Li      Member 
Yumin Tao     Member 
Hilda Y. Wolle     Member 
George Lu     Member 
Guoping Shu     Member 
Yingyu Zheng     Member 
Beiyan Zeng     Member 
Li Zeng     Member 
Cuilan Li     Member 
Ming M. Wang     Member 

2003 - 2004 Contributors   Honor Roll 
 
Jianlin Zhai     Golden Torch 
Zuo-Yu Zhao     Golden Torch 
Gan-Yuan Zhong    Golden Torch 
Feng Han     Silver Torch 
Brayton T. Li     Silver Torch 
Weizhong Chen     Bronze Torch 
Yiping Chen      Bronze Torch 
Jian Dong      Bronze Torch 
Shuping Jiao      Bronze Torch 
Alex Li      Bronze Torch 
Anding Li      Bronze Torch 
Changjiang Li      Bronze Torch 
Guofu Li      Bronze Torch 
Lucy Liu      Bronze Torch 
Guihua Lu      Bronze Torch 
Hugh Lu      Bronze Torch 
Guoping Shu      Bronze Torch 
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Deping Xu      Bronze Torch 
Rui-ji Xu      Bronze Torch 
Sidney S. Vuong     Bronze Torch 
Jian Zhang      Bronze Torch 
Shifu Zhen      Bronze Torch 
Yingyu Zheng      Bronze Torch 
Hai Zhu      Bronze Torch 
Xiaomei Zhu     Bronze Torch 
Dong X. Bi      Member 
Yong Cai      Member 
Sumin Chen      Member 
Xu Chen      Member 
Hua Dong      Member 
Lizhi Feng      Member 
Qiao Gao     Member 
Jinyan He      Member 
Amy B. Li      Member 
Lang Luo      Member 
Shuku Sun      Member 
Hilda Y. Wolle     Member 
Xinli Wu      Member 
Beiyan Zeng     Member 
 
2004 - 2005 Contributors   Honor Roll 
 
Zuo-yu Zhao     Golden Torch 
Gan-Yuan Zhong    Golden Torch 
Feng Han     Silver Torch 
Brayton T. Li     Silver Torch 
Yiping Chen     Bronze Torch 
Jian Dong     Bronze Torch 
Shuping Jiao     Bronze Torch 
Changjiang Li     Bronze Torch 
Guofu Li     Bronze Torch 
Lucy Liu     Bronze Torch 
Guihuan Lu     Bronze Torch 
Hugn Lu     Bronze Torch 
Guoping Shu     Bronze Torch 
Deping Xu     Bronze Torch 
Ruiji Xu     Bronze Torch 
Jian Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Shifu Zhen     Bronze Torch 
Yingyu Zheng     Bronze Torch 
Hai Zhu     Bronze Torch 
Xiaomei Zhu     Bronze Torch 
Dong X. Bi     Member 
Xu Chen     Member 
Hua Dong      Member 
Lizhi Feng     Member 
Qian Gao     Member 
Amy B. Li     Member 
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Lang Luo     Member 
Shuku Sun     Member 
Hilda Wolle     Member 
Emily Wu     Member 
Beiyan Zeng     Member 

 
2005 - 2006 Contributors   Honor Roll 
 
Jian Zhang     Golden Torch 
Shirong Zhang    Golden Torch 
Guan-Yuan Zhong    Golden Torch 
Ping Feng     Silver Torch 
Yong Cai     Bronze Torch 
Ting Cheng     Bronze Torch 
Feng Han     Bronze Torch  
Zhanglin Hou     Bronze Torch 
Xu Hu      Bronze Torch 
Shuping Jiao     Bronze Torch  
Guofu Li     Bronze Torch 
Guihua Lu      Bronze Torch 
Shuku Sun     Bronze Torch 
Yumin Tao     Bronze Torch 
Sidney Vuong     Bronze Torch 
Jun Wei     Bronze Torch 
Deping Xu     Bronze Torch 
Ruiji Xu      Bronze Torch 
WEIYUN Zhang    Bronze Torch  
Lingyu Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Shifu Zhen     Bronze Torch 
Hai Zhu     Bronze Torch 
Dong Bi     Member 
George Cai     Member 
Hua Dong     Member 
Jian Dong     Member 
Huirong Gao     Member 
Bin Hu      Member 
Dong Li     Member 
Lucy Liu     Member 
Lang Luo     Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Guoping Shu     Member 
Mei Jin Sun     Member 
Ting/Jacqueline Tiong/Tay   Member 
Cunxi Wang     Member 
Hongyu Wang     Member 
Emily Wu     Member 
Jibin Xiao     Member 
Xianghe Yan     Member 
Li Zeng     Member 
Beiyan Zeng     Member 
Chao Zhan     Member 
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Lan Zhou     Member 
Bin Zhu     Member 
 
2006 - 2007 Contributors    Honor Roll 
 
Zuo-yu Zhao     Jade Award 
Grace Guo     Golden Torch 

  Ping Feng     Golden Torch 
  Feng Han     Golden Torch 
  Anding LI     Golden Torch 
  Qiang Liu     Golden Torch 
  Jianlin Zhai     Golden Torch 
  Jian Zhang     Golden Torch 
  Ganyuan Zhong    Golden Torch 
  Tingjing Zheng    Silver Torch 
  Shuku Sun     Silver Torch 

Cai Yong      Bronze Torch 
Cyndi Chen     Bronze Torch 
Dale O’Connell    Bronze Torch 
Zhangshan Dong    Bronze Torch 

  Ningyu Guan     Bronze Torch 
  Xu Hu      Bronze Torch 
  Wei Huang      Bronze Torch 
  Annick Ibsen     Bronze Torch 
  Elizabeth Ibsen    Bronze Torch  
  Shuping Jiao     Bronze Torch 
  Changjiang Li     Bronze Torch 
  Dong Li     Bronze Torch 
  Guofu Li     Bronze Torch 
  Ben Liang      Bronze Torch 
  Bill Ng      Bronze Torch 
  Paul Schickler     Bronze Torch 
  Xiaomei Niu     Bronze Torch 
  Xiaomei Shi     Bronze Torch 
  Don/Teresa Schreiber    Bronze Torch 
  Sidney Vuong     Bronze Torch 
  Steve Schaaf     Bronze Torch 
  Haiyin Wang     Bronze Torch 
  Tom West     Bronze Torch 

Jun Wei     Bronze Torch 
Emily Wu     Bronze Torch 
Deping Xu     Bronze Torch 
Ruiji Xu     Bronze Torch 
Lingyu Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Yimin Xu     Bronze Torch 
Yongmei Zhou     Bronze Torch 
Hai Zhu     Bronze Torch 
Chang-Kui Ding    Member 
Hua Dong     Member 
Lizhi Feng      Member 
Jin Gui      Member 
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Bin Hu      Member 
Bob Iwig     Member 
Amanda Lundberg    Member 
Lang Luo     Member 
Xiping Niu     Member 
Cale-Finnegan Patricia   Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Hongyu Wang     Member 
Jimei Wang     Member 
Jing Wang     Member 
Yun Xia     Member 
Li Zeng     Member 
Chao Q Zhan     Member 
Xiu-Qing Zhang    Member 
Suling Zhao     Member 
Lan Zhou     Member 
Bin Zhu     Member 
Xiaomei Zhu     Member 
Zhuang Zuo     Member 

2007 - 2008 Contributors   Honor Roll 
 
Ruiji Xu/Jian Zhang    Jade Award 
Zuo-Yu Zhao     Golden Torch 
Hua Mo      Golden Torch 
Ray Liu      Golden Torch 
Bill Nq      Silver Torch 
Alan/Mary Gross    Silver Torch 
Bill/Laura Lloyd    Silver Torch 
Deping Xu     Bronze Torch 
Huichun Zhao      Bronze Torch 
Zhongmeng Bao     Bronze Torch 
Shifu Zhen     Bronze Torch 
Zhanshan Dong     Bronze Torch 
Steve/Renee Schaaf     Bronze Torch 
Xu, Hu      Bronze Torch 
Guofu Li      Bronze Torch 
Changjiang Li      Bronze Torch 
Ben Liang      Bronze Torch 
Jinrui Shi      Bronze Torch 
Lingyu Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Joe Zhao      Bronze Torch 
Sidney Vuong      Bronze Torch 
Cyndi Chen      Bronze Torch 
Jun Wei      Bronze Torch 
Emily Wu     Bronze Torch 
Zhenglin, Hou     Bronze Torch 
Jijun Zou      Bronze Torch 
Lang Luo      Bronze Torch 
Bing Zhu      Bronze Torch 
Lan Zhou     Bronze Torch 
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Chongqiang Cai    Member 
Lizhi Feng     Member 
Amy Li      Member 
Jiming Li     Member 
Hongjian Liang    Member 
Xiping Niu     Member 
Zhihong Song     Member 
Gang Wan     Member 
Hongyu Wang     Member 
Jing Wang     Member 
Yun Xia     Member 
Qunchao Zhan    Member 
Shuling Zhao     Member 
Li Zeng     Member 

2008 - 2009 Contributors   Honor Roll 
 
Zuo-Yu Zhao & Jiaying Han   Golden Torch 
Shine Lee     Golden Torch 
Alan/Mary Gross     Silver Torch 
Jennie B. Shen    Silver Torch 
Jian Zhang     Silver Torch 
Dongsheng Feng    Bronze Torch 
Zhenglin Hou     Bronze Torch 
Shuping Jiao     Bronze Torch  
Guofu Li     Bronze Torch 
Jiming Li     Bronze Torch 
Qiang Liu     Bronze Torch 
William H. & Laura Taylor-Lloyd   Bronze Torch 
Hua Mo     Bronze Torch 
Bing-bing Wang    Bronze Torch 
Xinli Wu     Bronze Torch 
Deping Xu     Bronze Torch 
Rui-Ji Xu     Bronze Torch 
Lingyu Zhang     Bronze Torch 
Peizhong Zheng     Bronze Torch 
Jijun Zou     Bronze Torch 
Xiaohong Yuan    Bronze Torch 
Sidey S. Vuony    Bronze Torch 
Don and Teresa Schreiber   Bronze Torch 
Xudong Bi     Member 
Hua Dong     Member 
Lizhi Feng      Member 
Jin Gui      Member 
Ling Guo     Member 
Amy B. Li     Member 
Dong Li     Member 
Wai Pan Liang     Member 
Xiping Niu      Member 
Jinrui Shi     Member 
Gang Wan     Member 



 102 

Li Zeng      Member 
Honghua Zhao    Member 
Bin Hu      Member 
Chao Q Zhan     Member 
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PART IX 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
 
9.1 Introduction 
 
Iowa Chinese Language School has strived hard to promote cultural exchanges between 
the United States and China, and to enhance the multicultural environments in our 
community.  ICLS has actively participated in community diversity programs in the 
Greater Des Moines area; hosted several Chinese delegations; supported the Iowa 
Asian Festival with a tent in the Chinese Village and made several presentations to the 
Family with Adopted Chinese Children.   
 
9.2 Media Reports  
 
The local media have several reports about ICLS and its multicultural promotion 
activities. For instance, The Des Moines Register published a Cover Story article on 
Iowa Chinese Language School in July 17, 2000. 
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Another article was published in Education section of Des Moines Register newspaper, 
on February 11, 2005. 
 
Error!  
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9.3 Chinese Culture Presentations  
 
To promote and participate in the community diversity programs, ICLS offered 
presentations to introduce Chinese New Year and culture to local school districts from 
1999 to 2003.  More than 2,000 students and teachers at local community schools 
attended more than two dozens different sessions.  The program received positive 
responses from all of the schools.  ICLS did presentations in the following schools: 
 

Des Moines Schools 
Waukee Schools 
Urbandale Schools 
Johnston Schools 
West Des Moines Schools 

 
The school has been invited to make presentations to the organization of Family with 
Adopted Chinese Children to show some Chinese culture and games.  Many parents in 
the organization want their adopted Chinese children to know something unique about 
China and their heritage. 
 
9.4 Iowa Asian Festival and local community festiva ls  
 
The school has also actively participated in activities organized by Iowa Asian Alliance to 
promote Chinese language and culture. Students, their parents and teachers from the 
school set up a special tent with exhibitions on Chinese Calligraphy and other items and 
disctributed school brochures. 
 
ICLS halso participated Ankeny Culture Festivals in 2005 and 2006. 
 
9.5 Award Presentation to Johnston School District Office and Johnston 
High School  
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9.6 Other Community Activities 
 
9.6.1 ICLS Participated in Pioneer Community Event 
 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. held a “Support Your Community” event on October 
18, 2002 at its campus in Johnston.  ICLS participated at the event with a large display 
featuring a variety of art works, books, and other items.  Pioneer has given our school 
generous support of $1000 through an Employee Volunteer Grant each of 6 years.   

 
ICLS Booth at Pioneer 

 

 
9.6.2 Celebrating the Mid-Autumn Festival 
 

   

��

��

9.6.3��Gary Locke’s visit 

On our closing ceremony for the 2007 Fall semester on December 16th, 2007, Gary 
Locke, the current United States Secretary of Commerce and former governor of 
Washington State and the first Asian American governor outside of Hawaii joined us and 
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encouraged our students to prepare themselves well to make contribution to our society 
in future.   
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9.6.4 Non-profit Organization of the Year Award 200 8: 
 
Iowa Chinese Language School was the honorees for the Non-profit Organization of the 
Year Award 2008, which is dedicated to recognize nonprofit organizations committed to 
strategic planning and cultivating local cultural, education, business, and community 
development. 
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A severe earthquake of 7.8 magnitude happened in the Wunchuan area, Sichuan 
Province, China on May 12, 2008. According to the report from China, nearly 11,900 
people were killed in the quake and tens of thousands lost their homes.  

In Des Moines of Iowa, thousands of miles away from the epicenter, thousand of people 
are pouring all their attention to another part of the world. One of our students Anna, 7 
years old could not keep her tears when her mom told her this tragedy. She decided to 
donate all her saving to help the victims in the disaster. During our closing ceremony on 
May 18, 2008, we received a lot of pennies, dimes and quarters which also came from 
our adorable kids. What they have given is not only money but love and hope.  

ICLS quickly responded to this disaster and immediately formed collaborative efforts with 
Iowa Chinese In Agriculture (ICIA) for fundraising to support the victims. 
 
As of July 31, 2008, the Campaign for China Earthquake Relief led by ICIA and 
ICLS has received $11,200.69 from 44 families.  The donation was directly sent to China 
Red Cross. 
 

��

 
From:  Mo, Hua  
Sent:  Tuesday, May 13, 2008 10:32 AM 
Subject:  earthquake happened in the Chengdu area of Sichuan Province 
 
Dear All: 
 
As you might know, a severe earthquake of 7.8 magnitude happened in the Chengdu 
area of Sichuan Province, China. According to the latest report from China, nearly 
11,900 people have been killed in the quake and tens of thousands lost their home.  
 
Many of our parents, teachers, sponsors and friends in our school are from 
Sichuan.  ICLS will do what we can do for you, your family and all of the victims who are 
experiencing hard time.  Let’s work together to face this tragedy and challenge.   
  
ICLS board 

��
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Update on Donation Campaign for China Earthquake Relief 
  
Dear All, 
  
We are very grateful for all donors who show their loves and cares for the earthquake 
victims.  As of June 2nd 2008, the Campaign for China Earthquake Relief led by ICIA/ICLS has 
received $10730.50 from 43 families.  The donation was sent to China Red Cross on June 
3rd.  We'll close the Relief account on July 30th and the rest of donation will be sent on July 31st.  
 
We'll send the confirmation/thank-you letter to all donors with name and address identified in next 
week. 
 
In addition, more than 80 Pioneer employees and/or their families have made donations of over 
$10,000 during Pioneer's China Earthquake Relief Week.  We also have members who have 
donated through their employer’s donation matching program. 
 
If you plan to support this relief fund, but haven’t got chance to do so, please pass your donations 
to Zou Jijun, Mo Hua, Li Jiming and Zhao Zuo-yu.  

Thank you again for your support and prayers for China quake survivors.  

 
ICIA Board and Executive Committee 

ICLS Board 
 
 

��
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PART X 
 
 
 

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 
 
 

Kevin Xu 
 

High School: Valley High School 
Year Graduated: 2004 
Current College:  University of Iowa 
Major/Field: Pre-pharmacy 

 
Notable Awards 

 
National Merit Scholar 
Robert C. Byrd Scholarship Winner 
State of Iowa Scholar 
Governor’s Scholar 
University of Iowa Dean’s Scholar 
AP Scholar 
Honor Roll: 2000-2004 

 
Jin Hu 
 

High School: Johnston High 
Year Graduated: 2002 
Current College:  North Western University  
Major/Field: Electrical Engineering 

 
Notable Awards 

 
High school graduate with high honor  
ELP award  
Member of the National Council on Youth Leadership (NCYL) in 2002 
Who’s Who Among American High School Students 
Dean’s list, North Western University 

 
Ning Lu 
 

High School: Johnston High School 
Year Graduated: 2004 
Current College:  Johns Hopkins University transferred to University of Iowa 
Major/Field: Biology/Pre-Medicine 

 
Notable Awards 
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Letter winner 3 years for Varsity Tennis at Johnston High School 
Letter winner 4 years for Mock Trial at Johnston High School 
Academic letter winner 4 years at Johnston High School 
National Merit Commended Scholar 
Class Representative for Johnston High School Student Council 
Secretary for National Honor Society 
2004 Iowa State Mock Trial Champions  
Placed 14th at the National High School Mock Trial Competition in 2004 
Member of the National Council on Youth Leadership (NCYL) in 2004 
Who’s Who Among American High School Students 
On the Dean’s List at Johns Hopkins University  

  
Ming Wu 
 

High School: Johnston high school 
Year Graduated: 2002 
Current College:  Northwestern University 
Major/Field: Biology and Chemistry 

 
Notable Awards 

 
J.G. Nolan scholarship at Northwestern University 
Top 3% graduates of the class 2002 at Johnston High School 
Honor Roll all four years at Johnston High School 
Academic Letter winner all four years at Johnston High School 
Member of the National Young Leader Conference (NYLC) 
Member of the All-American Scholar (United State Achievement Academy) 
State Academic Star (Iowa) 

 
Jenny Lu 
 

High School: Blue Valey Northwest High School, Overland Park, KS 
Year Graduated: 2004 
Current College:  Kenyon College, Gambier, OH 
Major/Field: International Studies & Political Science  

 
Notable Awards 

 
National Merit Special Scholarship 
Kenyon College Asian American Scholarship 
Macalester College DeWitt-Wallace Scholarship (offered) 
University of Kansas Watkins-Berger Scholarship (offered) 
Kansas City International Relations Council Essay Contest Winner (2004) 
Knight National Sons of the American Revolution Essay Contest 2nd Place 
(2004) 
“Teen Ink" Literary Magazine's Educator of the Year Essay Contest Winner 
(2002) 
United States National English Merit Award (2003) 
Published poem in "Creative Communication" Fall Anthology (2003) 
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Published essay in "Teen Ink" Literary Magazine (2002) 
Track & Field: 2 year varsity letter winner 
Orchestra: 4 year letter winner 
National Honor Society, National French Honor Society, & Tri-M Music Honor 
Society 
Features Editor of the Kenyon Collegian newspaper  

 
Min Xu Dong 
 

Years Attended:           2000-2002 
High School:                 Johnston High School, Johnston 
Current College:           University of Iowa 
Major/Field:                 Asian Language/Biochemistry 

 
Notable Awards 

 
Presidential Scholarship/Iowa University 
AP Scholar with Honor  
Honor Roll: 1999-2003 

 
Sarah Wenxuan Wang 
 

Years Attended:           2000-2003 
High School:                Waukee High School, Waukee 
Current College:          University of Chicago 
Major/Field:                 History and philosophy of science 

 
Notable Awards 

 
Outstanding youth award, 2003, Iowa Asian Alliance 
Academic All-State  
Iowa Top High School Scholars 
AP National Scholar 
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PART XI  
 
 
 

APPENDICES 
 
 

11.1 Students’ Work 
 
The students in ICLS not only learn Chinese language, but also use the language to 
write a number of essays to describe their loves, their lives and their thoughts.  Some of 
them also learned to draw in the school.  A part of their work was collected in this book.  
The following students’ work provides a clip of their lives and accomplishments. 
 
11.1.1 Students’ Art Works 
 
 

   
 
Eric Li, age 7 (Fall, 2003) Eric Li, age 7 (Fall, 2 003) 
 

   
 
Hanson Yan, age 6 (Fall, 2003)  Hanson Yan, age 6 ( Fall, 2003) 
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Helen (Zea) Zhu, age 9 (Fall, 2003)  By Helen (Zea)  Zhu, age 9 (Fall, 2003) 
 
 

       
 

Rachael Li, age 6 (Fall, 2004) 
 
 

       
 
Tim Zuo, age 7 (Fall, 2004)      Tim Zuo, age 7 (Fa ll, 2004) 
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Amy Han, age 8 (Fall, 2004)     Amy Han, age 8 (Fal l, 2004) 
 
 
 

    
 
Eric Du, age 9 (Fall, 2004) Eric Du, age 9 (Fall, 2 004) 
 
 

          
 
Ethan Niu, age 6 (Fall, 2004) Hanson Yan, age 7 (Fa ll, 2004) 
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Jiahui Huang, age 11 (Fall, 2004)          Shenston e Huang, age 11 (Fall, 2004) 
 

   
 
Bellara (Jingling) Huang, age 5 (Fall, 2005) Michae l Zhu, age 8 (Fall, 2005) 
 

              
 
Lulu (Katherine) Yang, age 5 (Fall, 2005)    Lulu ( Katherine) Yang, age 5 (Fall, 2005) 
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Rachel Li, age 7 (Fall, 2005) Rachel Li, age 7 (Fal l, 2005) 
 
 

        
 
Tim Zuo, age 7 (Fall, 2005) Helen Zhu, age 11 (Fall , 2005) 
 
 

 
 
Roy Du, age 9 (Fall, 2005)
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11.1.2 Students’ Essays  
 
1999-2000 
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�å�å�å�å  �Ô�Ô�Ô�Ô �p�p�p�p   ö ö ö ö  ,X,X,X,X E¤E¤E¤E¤ �|�|�|�|  
(/�'N² �����)�U�D�Q�N���1�L�X����

��
�å���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|���Ý���\���î����! �̈��V��1Â��)×���ÃC‡��)×���Ã ����X��)×���ÃC¥��!9��1������å���Ô�� �p�� ö��1Â��)×���Ä�å���Ô���Ÿ���'��

1Â��)×��,X���Ê���í��	¾���Ý���?���U�Ä�å��1����Ô�� õ��A•��4—��,X���Ê���ƒ���ó��?•��3����U���Z�Ä�å���À��,X ���-��4—���Í���å���À��?U��"����\���ù��������
!£�� õ��FÑ��?U��E �̄�> ���û��E¤���|��G£��P¬�������z��,X��4—���4���ÄE›���Z���Ô��!‰���Ê��KÈ���È�å��Eä��#ä��EÖ���h���J���p�� ö���Þ���Z��E­��NM��E¤��
�|���Ä��

�å���×���H��4{��,X���Ê���ƒ�������å���À��!£���þ���ó���ó��FÑ���Ý���Ô��
���1Â��)×��! �̈�C/���Ä�Ý�Ô �� õ��
 �̀��Z�D�X�N�H�H ! �̈�C/�È�=���ß���Ô��
	â��	���� �̀�/¦��,X���Ê���í���È�å���À��NZ�������Ô���Ú����5à���è��)×���ü���å���À������G ���Ä-���,ß��6°�� �ý���ü���ï���È�G���9��,X���Ê���í���È��M2������
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F+���•���È�å���À���Î��)„���Z���ô��)×������AÃ������>•���Í���•���v�������Z��)×���Ä�ü���™���=���?��/¦��Js ��,X���Ê���í�������ª���À���i��E �̄��Z���‡���n��6°��
Bó��,X���Ô���þ��)×���Ä�å���À���ó������M2�����������ï���Ä���V���p���å���À��"u���Ý���ö���]��Fw���þ��)×�� �È�å���À���Ú���¹��NZ�������Ý���Ú��6°���Î���Ä��
�����k���Z���L��,X������E­�������å���À�������Ô��Eg���]��,X���Ô��
���)×�����������¹���å���À��Kó��,X���� ���ä��4½��E¬�������\���Q��,X���Ä��
�� )„���ü���å���À��,X��1Â��)×��! �̈�C/��
 �̀�A•��4—���Æ��4£��4§���3���Z�Ä�å��!£���þ���ó���ó���ý���ü������ �[���:���õ���'��1Â��)×�������å������
�ã���Ô��,È��
.���Õ���ß��	•�Ä)„���ü���å���Ý�������9��,X���'��Q����Ä�å������7¾���Å��5à��PX���†���½��
��

�'�'�' �'  5%5%5%5% )×)×)×)× 
�d&I �����$�O�L�F�H���;�X����

��
�ê��+ ���Þ���Ý��	Ø��/¡��	Ø������,X���'��6†��E¤���|���Ä1Â��)×���Ã$���"Ç���Ã��C‡��)×��
 �̀��&���'��)×��1� ��FÑ�����������Ñ���Ž���p��(���

,X������5à���å���È���p�� ö���'��5%��)×���Ä��
5%��)×�������Ô��NM��(M���ÿ���Ý��Cw��,X��E¤���|���Ä��	Ã���¹���ø���þ���Ž���Í���'���È���3��	Ã���¹��� �̄��Ž ���Í���'���È���ø���Ž���Ô��4 �̃��Ä��

����KÈ���Ý���Ô��F'��5%��� �̂�KS���•���6��,X��)×��
����Ô���Ú������� �̀��Ä���4���™��NO��� �̂�4Ó��8F��,X���ã ��)×���'�������Í���•��,X��
���
����Y���Ä��)×��
?U���'���k��( �́��È���Í���•���y���á�������!��1k��C6���Ô���þ��)×���È5à���Í���•���3�������Ð��
Q���Ç���y�� !£���Ô���þ��)×���Ä��)×���¶��?U���'���k��( �́��È��
E¬��?U���|��6å��1����!��> �Ä��! �̈��V���È���Í���•��0­���ü���º��E•���È���å������� �̂�)×���T��	Ç���'�Ä���Í ���•��0­���ü���!��M6���È���å������� �̂�)×���T��
	â��M6���'�Ä���¶��A}���M��L’���b���y������)×���È��	œ��#\��5ë���M��,X���'���o���Ä��

5%��)×��! �̈�C/���È��7Ç���å��?U���'���A�������Ä��!£���Ô������?U��C6��� �̄��þ��)×�������Ô���þ��)×��	����h ���Ú����� �̄��þ��)×���A��	����Ú�Ä���4��
?U��! �̈��Í���•���î��C6���ø�������¹���Þ���!��1k��C6���Ä��

�å���:���'��5%��)×��	¾���Ý��	����H���Ä���6�(�9�(�1���)�/�$�*�6��,X��5Õ���Ü���Í���å���\���Q���È���\��5ä ���—���Ä4£�����������Z���Ô���þ��
)×���È���î�� õ��/���8×���È	¡���á��A}���å��4—���4�Ä��)„���ü���å���Æ��4£��	Ã���¹��
 �̀��ÿ��,X���ã���ß��	Ÿ ���Ô��CK��! �̈�C/���Z�Ä��

�Ç��CK���î���:���'��5%��)×��,X���Ê���í���È���å��	•���Z���Ô�� õ�������á���Ç��	•���Z�È��� �́������å���:�� ,X���.���È���þ���$��	œ��P¬���È�å��
,X���Í������	¾���Ý���å���Ô��	���P¬���È��	H���'���k���å��:���8…��#���"����Ä���å���\���á���Q���ã���ñ���È ���Ç���á���:���Z�Ä��	â���9���È���\���\��
 �̀�5Õ��
�Ü��FÑ��Tç���…���å���Ä�å���3���6���6��
����p�� ö���Þ���Z���'��5%��)×�Ä��)„���ü��� �́��ý���á���'���È���å ������?•���k���á���Í���†���Ä��

�'��5%��)×��.B���r���Q���È���¶���Q��)}������	œ��K���&•��D•���'���Ä��
��
��

�å�å�å�å  �Ô�Ô�Ô�Ô �p�p�p�p   ö ö ö ö  ,X,X,X,X E¤E¤E¤E¤ �|�|�|�|  
6µ��-î���[�����.�H�Y�L�Q���+�X����

��
�å���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|���Ý���\���î���������å���Ô���p�� ö��,X������1Â��)×���Ä� �́������W���K���Ý���å���ì ���û���È�3��6Ñ��
 �̀��ß	Ÿ ���Ô��CK��

)}���ÄA„���k���ã���Ê���ƒ��
 �̀�(���(����'��1Â��)×�È���å���À���'���Ô���Í���Ô���È���å����������Eg���È���´ �������å���þ���ã���Z�Ä#ä��#ä��
����å��KS���û��
�Z�È�å���Æ��4£��6Ñ���i��1Â���Z�È�Ý���Ê���ƒ���å��?•���k���\��3����Ä�å���3���p�� ö��,ß��+	��?š���Þ��,X�� 1Â��)×��! �̈�C/���È�ø���J������&?��1•��Kó��
 �̀�
$*���Ž��Kó���Ä���å���—��,Â������,X��8Å��L �̃��®���â���ü��&?��1•��Kó���Ä	º���ê���å���3���p�� ö���ü��+	�� 6å���Þ��)}��1Â��)×���Ä�å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��)}��"©��
�����+�2�5�6�(�Ä�4��
 �̀��4��,X���Í�������i��1Â���È�4��E�̄�)×��,X���Ê���ƒ�����4��,X���Í�����������Ô���n ���á��6Ñ��E�̄�,X���Ä"u���Ý��E�̄�)×��,X���Ô���•���î��
�k���Ô���þ���+���ÄAÕ�������k���+�2�5�6�(��AÕ������Eg���:���Ä��

!£���þ���ó���ó���ý���å���î��	•�������[���:���õ���È�ü��Fw�������ß��� �̀�AÒ���È�å��
 �̀�	à���:���À���î���' ��1Â��)×���Ä�'��1Â��)×����M2�������Q��
)}���½��
��

�&�&�&�& �'�'�' �'  
�d	'�Þ �����7�U�R�\���;�X����

��
�� �å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|���������&���'�����Ä�å���3���p�� ö��Cö��C‡��)×���Ã���'��1Â��)×��
 �̀��'��5% ��)×���È�����������å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��E¤��
�|�������'���&���'��)×���Ä���å���\���ã��,X���Ê���í�������Ô���Ÿ���'���&���'��)×���Z���Ä��	Ã�������È��Fw ���Ê���í���å��?•���k���&���'��)×�������Ô���þ���\��L’��
,X��E¤���|������� �́������å���þ���$���á��P¬���Ä���å��?•���k���&���'��)×�������Ô���þ���\��L’��,X��E¤���| �������3������� �́������å��,X�������þ���ã���Z�È���g���á��
�#���&���'��)×���¡���Ä�����������å��E¬�������p�� ö���'���&���'��)×���Ä)„���ü���å��KS���û���Z���È�����È ���p�� ö���'���&���'��)×���Z���Ä����
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������ ���å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|�������&���'����������� �́������å���\���ã��,X���Ê���í�������Ô���Ÿ���' ���&���'���Ä���å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|�������&��
�'�������3������� �́������W�������Ô���þ���\���Q��,X��E¤���|���Ä���4��?U��C¥���\���î���ÈE¤���|���4��,X�� ����
 �̀�7–���È5à���è���4��?U��*ü���4��,X��6å���$���Ä��
�Ï��)×���!���4��?U�������Ç���Ç��� �̂�)×���T��
¾�������'���Ä�4���Ç��� �̂��W���'����������KÈ���Ã��?¦��:��� ����E¬�������'������� ��E•���Ä��?U�������4���Ç���'��
�Q���&���'��)×���È�4��,X���|���0��?U���\���¿�������4��?U���î���'���\���¿��,X��)×���Ä���'���&���'��)×�� ,X���Ê���í���4���3���î���Î���\���î��"+���Ä��
�� �&���'�������å���Ô���p�� ö��,X��E¤���|������� �́������å���\���ã�������Ô���Ÿ���'���&���'���È�J�è ��4£�������'�Ä��
��

1Â)×1Â)×1Â)×1Â)× 
���%�4 ���<�R�X�Q�D�Q���=�K�X����

��
�� 1Â)×���å�Ô�p ö,XE¤�| �Ä�å�\�ã�Ê�ƒ���Ý�Ô�þ�ã1Â)× ���å�3�Ý�þ�ã1Â)×�Š �Ä�å!£�ý
FÑ�ü�ê
`�ã�ß	Ÿ�ÔCK4—�i1Â �ÄFw�Ê�í�å	��þ 1Â�$	¾6Ñ�iE¯�Ý�þ ���6�6
��å6Ñ�iE¯,X)×�DC^
�9C^�î�Z �Ä	Ã��Fw�þ�Ê�í�å	¾6Ñ�i�k�|�ã,X1Â)× ��5à�è*ü,X��-Â,X ���ã�=�ç*ü,X1Â)×�Š �Ä1�
�ü+	?š�Þ,ß�� �1�%�$ 1Â)×!¨C/���å���Ç�¿&•KS�û ���£�ª�À�Ô�� �Ä��
�� )„�ü�å�ü�:�õ)}1Â)× �È�å�Ô
�1Â)×!¨C/6Ñ�iE¯�ø�þ)× �Ä�ü���[�:�õ ���å�3	–�t�Z1Â
)×AÒ�Ä�ü1Â)×AÒG �È�å�:�Z�Ý!9�Þ1Â �Ã�ô)× �Ã�v)×
`E¤)× �Ä�üAÒG �3!¨C/ �Ä�å1Â)×�Ô�p ö
!¨C/ �È1Â)×AÒ,X5Õ�Ü4£��4t!7�å,X�|�0 ���å,X1Â)×�'�kC^�9C^�Q�Z �Ä��
�� �å�ü�Š�3 �Ý�þ1Â)× �È�Ý�Ê�í�ü
<�ÿ ��(�(��\�\
`�å�ú -�Fw�þ1Â)×	•�å,X�:�õ�' �Ä1Â
)×�\�Q)} �Ä��
��������
�&�O�D�V�V�&�O�D�V�V�&�O�D�V�V�&�O�D�V�V������������������������
��

�å�Ô�p ö�.,X�_��AÏ�:�å�Ô�p ö�.,X�_��AÏ�:�å�Ô�p ö�.,X�_��AÏ�:�å�Ô�p ö�.,X�_��AÏ�:  
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